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(57) ABSTRACT

A system includes a first stage of an inductive power transfer
system with an LCL load resonant converter with a switching
section, an LCL tuning circuit, and a primary receiver pad.
The IPT system includes a second stage with a secondary
receiver pad, a secondary resonant circuit, a secondary recti-
fication circuit, and a secondary decoupling converter. The
secondary receiver pad connects to the secondary resonant
circuit. The secondary resonant circuit connects to the sec-
ondary rectification circuit. The secondary rectification cir-
cuit connects to the secondary decoupling converter. The
second stage connects to a load. The load includes an energy
storage element. The second stage and load are located on a
vehicle and the first stage is located at a fixed location. The
primary receiver pad wirelessly transfers power to the sec-
ondary receiver pad across a gap when the vehicle positions
the secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary
receiver pad.

21 Claims, 35 Drawing Sheets
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WIRELESS POWER TRANSFER SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/589,599 entitled “WIRELESS
POWER TRANSFER SYSTEM AND METHODS” and
filed on Jan. 23, 2012 for Hunter Wu, et al., which is incor-
porated herein by reference for all purposes. U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/748,074 entitled “SWITCH WEAR
LEVELING” and filed on Jan. 23, 2013 for Hunter Wu, etal.,
is incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.

This invention was made with government support under
contract DEEE0003114 by the Department of Energy. The
government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to control of wireless power transfer
and more particularly relates to an inductive power transfer
(“IPT”) system for vehicle charging.

SUMMARY

A system for inductive power transfer includes a first stage
of'an inductive power transfer (“IPT”) system. The first stage
includes an LCL load resonant converter with a switching
section, an LCL tuning circuit, a primary receiver pad, and a
primary controller, where the switching section connects a
direct current (“DC”) voltage to the LCL tuning circuit. The
switching section connects the DC voltage in a positive polar-
ity and in a negative polarity during a switching cycle of the
switching section. The primary receiver pad is connects as a
load to the LCL tuning circuit and the primary controller
controls switching in the switching section.

The system includes a second stage of the IPT system
where the second stage includes a secondary receiver pad, a
secondary resonant circuit, a secondary rectification circuit, a
secondary decoupling converter, and a secondary decoupling
controller. The secondary receiver pad connects to the sec-
ondary resonant circuit and the secondary resonant circuit
connects to the secondary rectification circuit. The secondary
rectification circuit connects to the secondary decoupling
converter and the secondary decoupling controller controls
switching in the secondary decoupling converter. The system
includes a load connected to the IPT system. The load con-
nects to an output of the second stage and the load includes at
least an energy storage element. The second stage and load
are located on a vehicle and the first stage is located at a fixed
location. The primary receiver pad wirelessly transfers power
to the secondary receiver pad across a gap when the vehicle
positions the secondary receiver pad with respect to the pri-
mary receiver pad.

In one embodiment, the switching section of the first stage
includes an H-bridge switching converter. In another embodi-
ment, the H-bridge switching converter includes insulated
gate bipolar transistors (“IGBT”). In another embodiment,
the primary controller controls conduction angle (“0”) of the
switching section. In another embodiment, the primary con-
troller controls the switching section using symmetric volt-
age-cancellation (“SVC”) control, asymmetric voltage-can-
cellation (“AVC”) control, and/or asymmetric duty cycle
(“ADC”) control. In a further embodiment, a dual side control
algorithm that maximizes efficiency of the IPT system. The
dual side control algorithm adjusts a reference that controls
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conduction angle of the first stage and a reference that con-
trols duty cycle of the second stage to maximize the effi-
ciency.

In one embodiment, the system includes a first wireless
communication module in the first stage and a second wire-
less communication module in the second stage. The first
wireless communication module and the second wireless
communication module communicate wirelessly when the
vehicle is within a wireless range of the first stage. In another
embodiment, the system includes a rectifier section in the first
stage. The rectifier section connects to an alternating current
(“AC”) power source and to the switching section of the first
stage and the rectifier section rectifies an AC voltage from the
AC power source. The rectifier section includes the DC volt-
age for the switching section of the first stage. In a further
embodiment, the rectifier section includes an active power
factor correction switching power converter that corrects a
power factor and harmonics of current drawn by the switch-
ing section of the first stage.

In another embodiment, the energy storage element
includes a battery located on the vehicle. The battery provides
power to an electric drive system of the vehicle. The second-
ary decoupling converter of the second section provides
power to charge the battery and/or to provide power to the
electric drive system. In another embodiment, the system
includes two or more first power stages. Each first power
stage is located at a location where the vehicle stops and the
first power stage wirelessly transfers power to the second
stage while the secondary receiver pad is aligned with the
primary receiver pad of the first stage where the vehicle is
located. In another embodiment, the system includes one or
more alignment sensors where the alignment sensors are
positioned with respect to the primary receiver pad and the
secondary receiver pad to indicate when the secondary
receiver pad is aligned with the primary receiver pad.

In one embodiment, the primary receiver pad and the sec-
ondary receiver pad include a substantially planar surface that
faces the primary receiver pad or the secondary receiver pad,
several linear magnetic elements positioned to extend radially
from a center of the primary receiver pad or the secondary
receiver pad and positioned substantially parallel to the planar
surface, and a conductor wound in a circular pattern in the
plurality of linear magnetic elements to be substantially par-
allel with the substantially planar surface. The conductor is
wound with several layers and each layer is positioned next to
an adjacent layer. Each layer extends radially from the center
of the pad in a direction perpendicular to the substantially
planar surface and each conductor includes a plurality of
smaller conductors.

In another embodiment, the second stage delivers power to
the load in a range of 5 kilowatts (“kW”) to 200 kW with an
efficiency of the IPT system of over 90 percent. In another
embodiment, the secondary decoupling converter of the sec-
ond stage is a boost converter and the boost converter boosts
an input voltage from the secondary resonant circuit to a
higher output voltage of the load. In another embodiment, the
vehicle aligns the secondary receiver pad with respect to the
primary receiver pad such that the secondary receiver pad is
over the primary receiver pad and a center of the secondary
receiver pad is substantially aligned with a center of the
primary receiver pad. Substantially aligning the center of the
secondary receiver pad with the center of the primary receiver
pad includes an amount of misalignment within a misalign-
ment limit.

Another system for inductive power transfer includes a first
stage of an IPT system. The first stage includes a rectifier
section, an H-bridge switching section, an [.CL tuning circuit,
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aprimary receiver pad, and a primary controller. The rectifier
section rectifies an AC voltage and provides a DC voltage to
the H-bridge switching section. The H-bridge switching sec-
tion connects the DC voltage to the LCL tuning circuit and the
H-bridge switching section connects the DC voltage in a
positive polarity and in a negative polarity during a switching
cycle of the H-bridge switching section. The primary receiver
pad is connected as a load to the LCL tuning circuit and the
primary controller controls switching in the H-bridge switch-
ing section.

The system includes a second stage of the IPT system. The
second stage includes a secondary receiver pad, a secondary
resonant circuit, a secondary rectification section, a second-
ary boost converter, and a secondary decoupling controller.
The secondary receiver pad connects to the secondary reso-
nant circuit and the secondary resonant circuit connects to the
secondary rectification section. The secondary rectification
section connects to the secondary boost converter, and the
secondary decoupling controller controls switching in the
secondary boost converter. The system includes a load con-
nected to the IPT system. The load connects to an output of
the second stage and the load includes a battery and an electric
drive system of a vehicle. The second stage and load are
located on the vehicle and the first stage is located at a fixed
location. The primary receiver pad wirelessly transfers power
to the secondary receiver pad when the vehicle positions the
secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary receiver
pad and the secondary boost converter provides power for
charging the battery and/or powering the electric drive system
of the vehicle.

A method for wireless power transfer includes connecting
and disconnecting, through a switching section of a first stage
of'an IPT system, a DC voltage to an LCL tuning circuit of the
first stage. The LCL tuning circuit connects to a primary
receiver pad of the first stage. Connecting of the DC voltage
includes connecting in both a positive polarity and a negative
polarity during a switching cycle of the switching section.
The method includes wirelessly transferring power from the
primary receiver pad of the first stage across a gap to a
secondary receiver pad in a second stage of the IPT system
when the secondary receiver pad is aligned with respect to the
primary receiver pad. The method includes transferring
power from the secondary receiver pad of the second stage to
a secondary resonant circuit of the second stage, rectifying,
with a secondary rectification circuit of the second stage,
power from the secondary resonant circuit of the second
stage, and transferring power from the secondary rectification
circuit of the second stage to a secondary decoupling con-
verter of the second stage. The method includes transferring
power from the secondary decoupling converter of the second
stage to a load. The second stage and load are located in a
vehicle and the primary receiver pad wirelessly transmits
power to the secondary receiver pad when the vehicle posi-
tions the secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary
receiver pad.

In one embodiment, the method includes controlling, using
a primary controller, a conduction angle of the switching
section of the first stage and controlling, using a secondary
decoupling controller, a duty cycle of the secondary decou-
pling converter of the second stage. In another embodiment,
the method includes using a dual side control algorithm to
maximize efficiency of the IPT system. The dual side control
algorithm adjusts a reference used to control the conduction
angle of the first stage and adjusts a reference used to control
the duty cycle of the secondary decoupling converter of the
second stage. In another embodiment, the method includes
sensing position of the secondary receiver pad with respect to
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the primary receiver pad, communicating primary receiver
pad and secondary receiver pad position information, and
using the primary receiver pad and secondary receiver pad
position information to align the secondary receiver pad with
respect to the primary receiver pad.

Reference throughout this specification to features, advan-
tages, or similar language does not imply that all of the
features and advantages that may be realized with the present
invention should be or are in any single embodiment of the
invention. Rather, language referring to the features and
advantages is understood to mean that a specific feature,
advantage, or characteristic described in connection with an
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of the
present invention. Thus, discussion of the features and advan-
tages, and similar language, throughout this specification
may, but do not necessarily, refer to the same embodiment.

Furthermore, the described features, advantages, and char-
acteristics of the invention may be combined in any suitable
manner in one or more embodiments. One skilled in the
relevant art will recognize that the invention may be practiced
without one or more of the specific features or advantages of
a particular embodiment. In other instances, additional fea-
tures and advantages may be recognized in certain embodi-
ments that may not be present in all embodiments of the
invention.

These features and advantages of the present invention will
become more fully apparent from the following description
and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice of the
invention as set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the invention will be readily
understood, a more particular description of the invention
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments that are illustrated in the appended draw-
ings. Understanding that these drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be
considered to be limiting of its scope, the invention will be
described and explained with additional specificity and detail
through the use of the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system for maximizing efficiency in an
inductive power transfer (“IPT”) system;

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus for maximizing efficiency in an
IPT system;

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary induc-
tive power transfer charging system with a maximum effi-
ciency apparatus;

FIG. 4 illustrates misalignment conditions for vertical and
horizontal misalignment. h=0 trend represents the profile of
vertical misalignment under zero horizontal offset. v=200
trend represents the profile of horizontal misalignment under
200 mm of height separation;

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary LCL load resonant con-
verter;

FIG. 6 illustrates comparison of losses for a selection of
switches for H-bridge;

FIG. 7 illustrates the losses in the H-bridge for different
temperatures for IRG7PH42UPBF;

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary switch Heatsink Thermal
Design;

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary simplified IGBT Gate
Drive Circuit;

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary LCL Converter with Split
Inductor Design;
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FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary adjustable Inductor;

FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary flux density of AC induc-
tor design for LCL converter using E55 core;

FIG. 13 illustrates an exemplary circular pad structure and
dimension (Top View);

FIG. 14 illustrates coupling coefficient vs. vertical height
for an exemplary IPT pad;

FIG. 15 illustrates uncompensated power of exemplary
IPT pads for different vertical heights;

FIG. 16 illustrates the dimensions and configuration of
exemplary an ferrite arm support structure;

FIG. 17 illustrates exemplary dove tail groove dimensions;

FIG. 18 illustrates primary track current vs. conduction
angle;

FIG. 19 illustrates equivalent efficiency model circuit dia-
gram of an exemplary secondary decoupling pickup (second-
ary circuit) (see also FIG. 23);

FIG. 20 illustrates equivalent efficiency model circuit dia-
gram of an exemplary primary LCL converter (see also FIG.
5);
FIG. 21 illustrates an exemplary controller block diagram
for optimal efficiency;

FIG. 22 illustrates coupling coefficient estimation using
(21). Bluetrace is fork=2k,,,,, (M=60 uH) and Red trace is for
k=1.14k,,,, (M=34.2 uH),

FIG. 23 illustrates an exemplary parallel pickup or second-
ary circuit with a secondary resonant circuit, a secondary
rectification circuit, and a secondary decoupling circuit (in
the form of a secondary decoupling converter);

FIG. 24 illustrates DC power output vs. Ldc;

FIG. 25 illustrates AC current peak to peak amplitude
normalized against DC average value vs. Ldc;

FIG. 26 illustrates secondary decoupling pickup efficiency
vs. switching frequency of an exemplary decoupling circuit;

FIG. 27 illustrates root locus and bode plot of an exemplary
decoupling circuit;

FIG. 28 illustrates efficiency of an exemplary system @
k=1.14 k,,,,, (v=246 mm, h=0 mm). Line represents analyti-
cally calculated results and markers represented experimental
measured results. The data is taken for different loading con-
ditions, when matched to a percentage of the maximum Q,,
loading condition;

FIG. 29 illustrates efficiency of an exemplary system @
k=20 k,,;,, (v=172 mm, h=0). Line represents analytically
calculated results and markers represented experimental
measured results. The data is taken for different loading con-
ditions, when matched to a percentage of the maximum Q,,
loading condition;

FIG. 30 illustrates practical overall system efficiency mea-
surements when output voltage is allowed to vary. 5 kW
transfer occurs when the DC output is 300 V;

FIG. 31 illustrates magnetic field measurement results for
an exemplary 5 kW system operating under worst conditions.
The highest field strength was found at vertical height of 200
mm and horizontal misalignment of 150 mm;

FIG. 32 illustrates body average measurement from 4 mea-
surement points on a 1500 mm tall female human body. The
highest field strength was found at vertical height of 255 mm
and zero horizontal misalignment;

FIG. 33 illustrates efficiency of an exemplary system @
k=1.14k,,,, (v=246 mm, h=0 mm). Line represents analyti-
cally calculated results and markers represented experimental
measured results. The data is taken for different loading con-
ditions, when matched to a percentage of the maximum Q,,
loading condition;

FIG. 34 illustrates efficiency of an exemplary system @
k=20 k,,;,, (v=172 mm, h=0). Line represents analytically
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calculated results and markers represented experimental
measured results. The data is taken for different loading con-
ditions, when matched to a percentage of the maximum Q,,
loading condition;

FIG. 35 illustrates current values for waveforms i,, 1,, and
i, for Q,,=0.2 Q,,,, and k=2k .

FIG. 36 illustrates efficiency measurement of an exemplary
system under a wide range of operating conditions. v=172 is
for avertical height of 172 mm with zero horizontal misalign-
ment. v=200, h=140 is for a vertical height of 200 m and
horizontal misalignment of 140 mm;

FIG. 37 illustrates waveforms of an exemplary operating
IPT system with the following parameters: (a) P=2 kW, (b)
P=5kW @ v=172 mm h=0 mm. Top to bottom trace, i, (FIG.
5), 1, (FIG. 5), 1, (FIG. 23), and V (FIG. 23) (inverse of duty
cycle);

FIG. 38 illustrates waveforms of an exemplary operating
IPT system with the following parameters: (a) P=2 kW, (b)
P=5kW @ v=246 mm h=0 mm. Top to bottom trace, i, (FIG.
5), 1, (FIG. 5), 1, (FIG. 23), and V (FIG. 23) (inverse of duty
cycle)

FIG. 39 is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a method for dual side control in accordance
with the present invention; and

FIG. 40 is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
another embodiment of a method for dual side control in
accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means that a

particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of
the phrases “in one embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and
similar language throughout this specification may, but do not
necessarily, all refer to the same embodiment.

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or charac-
teristics of the invention may be combined in any suitable
manner in one or more embodiments. In the following
description, numerous specific details are provided, such as
examples of programming, software modules, user selec-
tions, network transactions, database queries, database struc-
tures, hardware modules, hardware circuits, hardware chips,
etc., to provide a thorough understanding of embodiments of
the invention. One skilled in the relevant art will recognize,
however, that the invention may be practiced without one or
more of the specific details, or with other methods, compo-
nents, materials, and so forth. In other instances, well-known
structures, materials, or operations are not shown or described
in detail to avoid obscuring aspects of the invention.

The schematic flow chart diagrams included herein are
generally set forth as logical flow chart diagrams. As such, the
depicted order and labeled steps are indicative of one embodi-
ment of the presented method. Other steps and methods may
be conceived that are equivalent in function, logic, or effect to
one or more steps, or portions thereof, of the illustrated
method. Additionally, the format and symbols employed are
provided to explain the logical steps of the method and are
understood not to limit the scope of the method. Although
various arrow types and line types may be employed in the
flow chart diagrams, they are understood not to limit the scope
of the corresponding method. Indeed, some arrows or other
connectors may be used to indicate only the logical flow ofthe
method. For instance, an arrow may indicate a waiting or
monitoring period of unspecified duration between enumer-
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ated steps of the depicted method. Additionally, the order in
which a particular method occurs may or may not strictly
adhere to the order of the corresponding steps shown.
1. Primary AC to DC Power Factor Stage

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary induc-
tive power transfer (“IPT”) charging system 300. The IPT
system 300 of FIG. 3, is one embodiment of a system 100 that
may include a maximum efficiency apparatus 102 in an IPT
system 104, as described below. The IPT systems 300
described herein may include a power factor stage 302, such
as a primary alternating current (“AC”) to direct current
(“DC”) power factor stage, fed from a voltage source 304,
such as from a utility power grid. In some embodiments, a
primary AC-DC converter stage may be configured to convert
grid-level voltages to a DC voltage 305, such as a DC bus
voltage, for a primary tuned resonant converter. A DC output
voltage with very low output ripple is preferred to large ripple
systems in order to prevent an amplitude modulated signal
appearing in the wireless inductive power transfer system
which can cause reduced efficiency and require additional
complexity.

In some embodiments, active power factor correction
(“PFC”) in AC-DC converters may help to ensure the grid
voltage and current are closely in phase. PFC may reduce
overall grid current requirements and typically reduces grid
harmonic. Grid power supply companies typically have cer-
tain harmonic requirements for attached industrial equip-
ment. Often grid power supply companies also charge extra
for power to industrial equipment that exhibits low power
factor.

In the IPT system 300 described herein, one or more suit-
able stages may be used for PFC. For example, one or more
commercial off-the-shelf (“COTS”) AC-DC high efficiency
power factor corrected converters may be used. The grid
voltage source 304 may be a wide range of voltage inputs
including, for example, single-phase 240 VAC, three-phase
208 VAC, or three-phase 480 VAC. In another embodiment, a
400 VDC output may be used for this stage and 400 VDC is
typically an efficient output for a nominal grid input of single-
phase 240 VAC grid input. A single-phase 240 VAC grid
voltage with a 30 A circuit (suitable for a SkW IPT system) is
commonplace in the United States even in areas that do not
support industrial three-phase voltages, and may be used with
the IPT system 300.

For the IPT system 300, the converter 104 includes an L.CL
load resonant converter 306 controlled by a primary control-
ler 308 that may receive feedback signals from and may send
control signals to the LCL load resonant converter 306. The
primary controller 308 may receive information from align-
ment sensors for position detection 310 and may communi-
cate over wireless communications 312. The LCL load reso-
nant converter 306 is coupled to a primary receiver pad 314
coupled to a secondary receiver pad 316 over an air gap. The
secondary receiver pad 316 is connected to a parallel decou-
pling pickup shown as a secondary circuit 318 controlled by
a secondary decoupling controller 320 that may receive feed-
back signals and may send control signals to the secondary
circuit 318. The secondary decoupling controller 320 may
also communicate with alignment sensors for position detec-
tion 324 for control and may communicate wirelessly 322.
The secondary circuit 318 may connect to a load 112, such as
a battery 326 and may charge the battery 326. The battery 326
may provide power to another load, such as a motor controller
(not shown). The second stage 108 and load 112 may be
located in a vehicle 328.
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II. Primary Tuned Resonant Converter

The IPT systems 300 described herein may contain a pri-
mary tuned resonant converter. In some embodiments, the
LCL load resonant converter 306 shown in FIG. 5§ may be
used. The LCL load resonant converter 306 may include a
switching section and an LCL tuning section. This converter
may include the following advantages:

The inverter bridge typically only has to supply the real
power required by the load 112 and any losses in the
resonant tank. The high track currents are constrained to
self-circulate in the resonant tank. For example, in most
practical applications where Q,>1 and i, <i, (see FIG. 5),
the switches have low conduction losses and a high
converter efficiency may be achieved.

The output current is typically independent of load, making
it a constant current source which may be ideal for IPT
applications. The primary receiver pad current i, is typi-
cally only dependent on one control variable and hence
the power output, or uncompensated power (“SU”) in
equation (1), is directly controlled.

To design the LCL load resonant converter, in one embodi-
ment the reactance of each branch is tuned by the conven-
tional equation in M. Borage et al, “Analysis and design of an
LCL-T resonant converter as a constant-current power sup-
ply,” IEEE Tramnsactions on Industrial Electronics, vol. 52,
pp. 1547-1554, 2005:

®

1
X =wly = w_Cl =wl, — =wliy

wls

Here C, ; isa series tuning capacitor to reduce the reactance
of the pickup to a desired operating value. For this system,
phase shift control or symmetric voltage cancellation
(“SVC”) is used to directly control the track current (i,) with
one control variable (a). SVC is described in more detail in H.
H. Wu et al, “Design of Symmetric Voltage Cancellation
Control for LCL converters in Inductive Power Transfer Sys-
tems,” in IEEE International Electric Machines & Drives
Conference (“IEMDC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 866-871, which is
incorporated herein by reference. To determine the track cur-
rent under SVC, and assuming fundamental mode analysis,
the following equation may be used:

22 Ve " @

2
Xy 1n(5)

=

The maximum obtainable track current can be determined
when o is set to 180°. For the LCL converter, the specifica-
tions in Table I are calculated according to the design equa-
tions. The reflected impedance of a fully tuned parallel reso-
nant tank is given by:

wtM? 2 _ 3)
Z, = A = wl/l_eq(sz =15

It should be noted from (3) that a constant reflected capaci-
tive reactance is in series with the track inductor and one
method to directly compensate for this in the design (see H. H.
Wu et al, “Design of Symmetric Voltage Cancellation Control
for LCL converters in Inductive Power Transfer Systems,” in
IEEFE International Electric Machines & Drives Conference
(“IEMDC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 866-871.) is to short the second-
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ary pickup inductance with its series tuning capacitor. This
gives a new primary operating range of inductance for a
targeted vertical height range dependent on the mutual induc-
tance of the magnetics.

As the coupling changes in the system, a complex phenom-
enon of variations in both Z, and equivalent [, will occur.
This will cause the bridge current i, to increase beyond its
nominal. In addition, i, is inversely proportional to M,, which
is dependent on the loading condition on the secondary side.
Hence, i, is:

_ (Vab)l
Ny

)

ip

Because the system may be allowed to change its coupling
by 100% (k,,,,,,=200% k,,;,,) or more, the maximum i, in some
embodiments may be designed for at least 2 times the mini-
mum i,. With variations in the primary self-inductance, the
bridge current inductor must be sized for associated maxi-
mum currents as determined by the coupling range. The sys-
tem design parameters as shown in Table I are exemplary
parameters for a system capable of handling a change in
coupling of 2 times. The system may be modified to accom-
modate a larger range of coupling such as a variance upwards
of'about 3 or about 4 times the minimum coupling.

In some embodiments, a 5 kW output capable wireless
inductive power transfer system may be designed and imple-
mented demonstrating an air gap of 165 mm to 265 mm and
an overall system efficiency >90% under full load across the
entire conical volume of operation. For the LCL Converter,
Table I shows the exemplary and chosen values for each of the
described parameters. A frequency of 20 kHz was also chosen
to be within the capabilities of standard IGBT switch tech-
nology for hard switching applications.

TABLE I

Design Parameters for LCL Converter.
Parameter Value
Ve 400 V
X, 9 Q
1 40 A
L, 71.62 pH
C, 884.19 nF
o 1.257 x 10° rad/s

(f=20 kHz)

Cy, 680.73 nF
L, (FIG. 4) 177-188 pH
Ly e 161-172 uH
Switch IRG7PH42UPBF
Diode RHRG75120

A. Switch and Diode Selection of the Switching Section

After the topology and control strategy is chosen for the
primary converter, the semiconductor devices may be
selected next. Any suitable semiconductor device capable of
performing the functions described herein may be used.
Exemplary semiconductor devices include the International
Rectifier IGBT IRG7PH42UPBF discrete device, other dis-
crete or module-based Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors
(“IGBT”), other discrete or module-based Metal Oxide Field
Effect Transistors (“MOSFET”), or similar technologies
including Silicon Carbide (“SiC”) or Gallium Nitride
(“GaN”) type semiconductor devices.

To evaluate preferred semiconductor devices, a range of
power IGBT and MOSFET semiconductors may be included
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in a comparison. According to one design criteria, these
devices need a breakdown voltage of at least 800 V to be
deemed reliable when being hard switched in an H-bridge
environment at 400 VDC. In addition, the performance of the
system over a wide range of coupling conditions may be
simulated to compare the performance because the point of
best operation may not result in a reasonable result when the
pad height is allowed to vary with a coupling coefficient
change of 100%. FIG. 6 shows the losses of the selected
power devices over the whole range of coupling conditions. It
can be seen that International Rectifier IGBT
IRG7PH42UPBF coupled with a very fast external diode
(Fairchild RHR(G75120) has better performance compared to
majority of other devices especially power MOSFETs. Power
MOSFETs often suffer from huge diode reverse recovery
losses because of the internal body diodes in the MOSFET
package. This may be especially true at lower coupling coef-
ficients when the conduction angle is large.

The operating characteristics for the IRG7PH42UPBF
IGBT at the two temperature extremes are shown in FIG. 7. It
can be seen that the losses are much higher at weaker coupling
in the H-bridge. In addition, the losses have a weak tempera-
ture dependence profile. Here the system’s thermal control
system, such as a heat sink, must accommodate the maximum
power losses point of the graph which corresponds to a cou-
pling of the worst case and a temperature of 100° C.

Any suitable thermal design may be used to control tem-
peratures. Such designs should concentrate on removing sub-
stantially all or all heat from switches and/or diodes into
suitably sized thermal control systems and/or heat sinks, such
as, for example aluminum heat sinks. The heat sinks may be
cooled by any suitable method, such as forced convection air
cooling. For the primary electronics, the switches may be
configured on the bottom of the printed circuit board in some
embodiments such that the entire top of the switch housings
may be thermally mated to a heat sink below the board. For
reasons of electrical isolation, the switch top may be first
mated to a heat spreader, such as an alumina heat spreader
wafer (e.g. TO-225 footprint product). The wafer may then be
mated to the heat sink. Each mated joint may include a
ceramic loaded thermal paste, or functional alternative, for a
low thermal resistance joint. In embodiments using an alumi-
num heat sink on the primary, the aluminum heat sink typi-
cally has a high thermal capacity and especially high surface
area heat sink extrusion (exemplary part numbers include
MM60167 available from M&M Metals or equivalent).

On the secondary circuit 318, in one embodiment suitable
aluminum heat sinks may include a moderate capacity and
surface area extrusion (exemplary part numbers include
MM32647 available from M&M metals or equivalent). Both
the primary and secondary electronics assemblies may
include an air cooling fan directed down the heat sink fin
channels. Suitable fans include fans that are 12 volt DC high
capacity, low power, low noise designs consuming less than 5
watts. Model number D7025V12 from Sofasco or equivalent
may be suitable.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary thermal configuration for
the primary electronics (the secondary configuration may be
identical or similar). Thermal analysis indicates that the
above-described exemplary design adequately controls the
electronic component temperatures. Other suitable designs
that control the electronic component temperatures may also
be used. At an average power dissipation of 23 watts per
switch and external diode, the temperature gradient on the
heat sink is predicted to be less than about 0.8° C. and the heat
sink temperature averages about 38° C. The case tempera-
tures on the switches are less than about 45° C. and the
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junction temperatures are predicted to be less than about 85°
C. These temperatures tend to promote good electronics per-
formance and long life for the components. Power dissipa-
tions in all other electronic components on the primary and
secondary printed circuit boards has been kept low and cop-
per trace area designed to be high in the printed circuit board
design. As measured with an infrared thermal camera. The
temperatures of all other components do not exceed about 60°
C.

Ttem 1402 Example of a high dissipation component (switch or diode)
Ttem 1404 Alumina heat spreader wafer

Item 1406 Air cooling fan

Item 1408 Aluminum heat sink

B. Switch Gate Drive Circuitry of the Switching Section

In some embodiments, each switch (such as International
Rectifier IRG7PH42UPBF IGBT) and diode pair (such as
Fairchild RHRG75120 diode) in the full-bridge switching
configuration is driven with a gate driver, such as an Infineon
1ED020112-F gate driver, as shown in FIG. 9. The gate driver
may be fully isolated internally and may be properly isolated
in the printed circuit board layout to accommodate creepage
and clearance constraints. The gate drive design may include
desaturation detection and miller clamp control. Additionally,
fast zener clamps and diodes (not pictured) may be used at
each of the gate driver’s inputs and outputs to improve reli-
ability and safety of the driver under typical conditions.

It should be noted that in some embodiments an important
part of driving the full-bridge switch configuration is proper
printed circuit board layout. In some embodiments, stray
inductances between same legs and between each leg of the
full-bridge topology are reduced through circuit board layout
design to maintain switching without bouncing the switch
inputs. The proper circuit board design mitigates stray induc-
tances to produce a clean and efficient switching waveform.
C. Bridge Inductance of the LCL Tuning Circuit

In some embodiments, an aspect of the circuit design built
and characterized herein may be that the L, inductor is imple-
mented in a split arrangement with two inductors, each with
the value of L,/2 on either side of the full-bridge switching
output as shown in FIG. 10. This may be done to allow for
smaller ferrite mass in each inductor and to reduce switching
harmonics seen by sensitive measurement IC’s. Measure-
ment across the parallel tank capacitance C, in FIG. 10, may
be an important part of real-time characterization of the sys-
tem. The RMS voltage across C, may be required, for safety
reasons, to be isolated from general control circuitry. Isolated
voltage measurement, in some embodiments, may be costly
and complex; the frequency and bandwidth of the signal may
primarily determine the cost and complexity of such circuitry.
By reducing the harmonics and hence the signal bandwidth,
the isolated voltage measurement cost and complexity may be
significantly reduced.

In addition, each of these inductors may be configured to
have adjustable inductor designs, such as the mechanically
tunable inductor design pictured in FIG. 11. In FIG. 11, Item
1 includes a plastic positioning bobbin for the ferrite E pieces.
Item 2 is a single axis mechanical stage. Items 3, of which
there are two halves, are ferrite ES5 cores, for example from
Ferroxcube. Item 4 is a bracket connecting the moving por-
tion of the stage to one of the E pieces. Item 5 is an assembly
bracket for positioning all of the parts of the assembly. The
inductance may be adjusted using a mechanical stage (or
other similar translation actuator) (Item 2) that manipulates
the air gap between two halves of a ferrite E shaped core
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arrangement around which litz wire may be coiled. This
allows rapid and easy tuning of the LCL resonant tank (LCL
tuning circuit) during the production stage of the system
because the reactance can be accurately controlled to within
about 1% of'the desired value by turning and then locking the
80 threads per inch adjustment screw. The application of a
finely tunable mechanically adjusted inductor such as dis-
closed herein to inductive wireless power transfer systems is
novel.

The AC inductor (I,) design process for losses and flux
density may involve using the fundamental principle of the
balance of magneto motive force. Using this principle, the
number of turns, air gap and magnetic flux density can be
chosen. FIG. 12 shows the flux density and power losses in the
ferrite for different air gaps and number of turns (although not
shown, but incorporated). The small step jumps are incre-
ments in turns and the larger jumps are 1 mm air gap incre-
ments. Thus, by using two inductors the flux density may be
kept very low and the design may be easily achieved. In
addition, the RMS flux density should be kept far below 0.2 T
(because ~0.28 T peak) which is the absolute saturation den-
sity of the 3C90 material used.

D. Capacitive Network of the LCL tuning circuit

In some embodiments, the capacitive network shown in an
LCL converter (as shown in FIG. 10) may include a series
compensation capacitor (C,) and a parallel tank capacitor
(C)). To determine the capacitances for such a system, the
following method may be used:

1. Determine desired operating angular frequency

w=2%*m*f where f is the frequency in Hertz.

2. Determine input DC voltage to primary (V ,,,), desired
output voltage (V ,.,), and desired output current (I,.,).
Output Power, P_,,=V ;..*1 ;5.

3. For a given pad set, determine the coupling coefficient
(k) range and nominal air gap between primary and
secondary receiver pads 314, 316.

_ )
(L1),

where (L)), is the primary receiver pad inductance with the
secondary receiver pad 316 shorted ata given heightand (L, ),
is the primary receiver pad inductance with the secondary
receiver pad 316 open circuit at a given height. k,, is thus the
coupling coefficient k with the pads set at nominal air gap.
4. Determine maximum primary RMS AC Voltage (V)
where V=V . *

acl

22 (D) when o = 180°
TS]H(E)W en o= .

And determine required maximum RMS AC Track Current
(14 e Using IPT modeling. The desired primary reactance

(X} _4es) 1s thus

Vacl
X1 _des = T
1max

5. Determine secondary receiver pad inductance when at
the nominal height above primary and primary receiver
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pad 314 is open circuit (L,,) and associated reactance
(X50)- X,0=0*L,, where w is the angular frequency of
the system.

6. Determine open circuit voltage (V) at maximum height
(e.X%,,) V,=l,,.." X50¥k,,,, (assuming primary and
secondary receiver pad inductances are very close to
each other) and from that determine the desired second-
ary reactance

Imax min

V,
(X2_des), X2_des = 7
2

7. For the given secondary resonant circuit (shown in FIG.
23) determine required secondary series compensation
capacitance (C,,) and secondary parallel tank capaci-
tance (C,) using the following equations C, =[w*(X,,—
X, o)) and Co={00*, 4]

8. Determine the nominal primary receiver pad inductance
(L) and reactance (X,,) with secondary at maximum
height and secondary coil shorted in series with the
secondary series compensation capacitance C,..

9. For the given primary LCL tuning circuit (shown in FIG.
10) determine required primary series compensation
capacitance (C, ;) and primary parallel tank capacitance
(C,) using the following equations C, =[0*(X,,—
X, o))t and C =0*X, 4]

10. The primary bridge inductance (L,) can thus be deter-
mined

X1 _des
1, = i
w

If the bridge inductance is split between both legs of the
inverter, the associated inductance is halved for each inductor.
E. Coil Interaction

In some embodiments, L,, as shown in FIG. 10, is a mag-
netic pad design used to transfer power to a secondary circuit
318. In a resonant wireless IPT converter, the primary mag-
netic pad acts as the primary half of a loosely coupled trans-
former with some amount of self-inductance and mutual
inductance. The self-inductance may be used (as shown in
ILD.) to tune the circuit; therefore the system, in general,
must be fairly tolerant to this change in self-inductance in
order to maintain efficiency in resonant power transfer.
III. Magnetics

The IPT systems described herein may include magnetic
systems. In some embodiments, any suitable magnetic sys-
tem may be employed. Such systems are capable of produc-
ing and receiving a magnetic field over an air gap. A circular
pad topology may be used in systems as described herein.
See, e.g., M. Budhia et al, “Design and Optimisation of Cir-
cular Magnetic Structures for Lumped Inductive Power
Transfer Systems,” IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics,
vol. PP, pp. 1-1, 2011; F. Nakao et al, “Ferrite core couplers
for inductive chargers,” in Proceedings of the Power Conver-
sion Conference, 2002. PCC Osaka 2002.,2002, pp. 850-854
vol. 2; H. H. Wu et al, “A review on inductive charging for
electric vehicles,” in IEEE International Electric Machines &
Drives Conference (“IEMDC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 143-147; H.
H. Wu et al., “A 1 kW inductive charging system using AC
processing pickups,” in 6th IEEE Conference on Industrial
Electronics and Applications (“ICIEA”), 2011 2011, pp.
1999-2004; H. Chang-Yu et al, “L.CL. pick-up circulating
current controller for inductive power transfer systems,” in
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IEEE  FEnergy Conversion Congress
(“ECCE”), 2010 2010, pp. 640-646.

In addition to circular designs, other pad designs may be
employed, such as the pad design described in U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61/544,957, filed Oct. 7, 2011, the
entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference. Other
pad designs include polarized pad designs such as those
described in M. Budhia et al, “A new IPT magnetic coupler
for electric vehicle charging systems,” in 36tk Annual Con-

and Exposition
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2010, pp. 2487-2492; M. Budhia et al, “Development and
evaluation of single sided flux couplers for contactless elec-
tric vehicle charging,” in IEEE Energy Conversion Congress
and Expo (“ECCE”), 2011, 2011, pp. 614-621; M. Chigira et
al, “Small-Size Light-Weight Transformer with New Core
Structure for Contactless Electric Vehicle Power Transfer
System,” in /[EEE Energy Conversion Congress and Expo
(“ECCE”), 2011, 2011, pp. 260-266; H. Jin et al, “Character-
ization of novel Inductive Power Transfer Systems for On-
Line Electric Vehicles,” in Twenty-Sixth Annual IEEE
Applied Power FElectronics Conférence and Exposition
(“APEC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 1975-1979; Y. Nagatsuka et al,
“Compact contactless power transfer system for electric
vehicles,” in International Power Electronics Conference
(“IPEC”), 2010 2010, pp. 807-813.

The primary and secondary circuits may use the same or
different pads. In some embodiments, the same pad design
may be used on both the primary circuits (e.g., L, in FIG. 10)
and secondary circuits (e.g., L, in FIG. 23).

In vehicular applications, the vehicles width may limit the
width of the pad. In addition, to meet magnetic field safety
standards and for ease of installation, the size of the pad is
preferably much smaller than the width of the vehicle. The
pad size may vary in diameter depending on the constraints of
the application to be used (e.g., vehicular, industrial, etc.).
Pad diameters may include from about 150 mm to 1500 mm,
such as 150 mm to 305 mm, 305 to 610 mm, or 610 mm to
1500 mm. For example, in some embodiments, an 8§13 mm
diameter circular pad design (32 inches) with dimensions as
illustrated in FIG. 13 and FIG. 16 may be used.

The ferrite bar length, the bar position, and the inner and
outer coil radius may follow the design optimization outlined
in M. Budhia et al, “Design and Optimisation of Circular
Magnetic Structures for Lumped Inductive Power Transfer
Systems,” IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics, vol. PP,
pp. 1-1, 2011. The receiver and transmitter pads may be
different or identical in structure.

For example, in some embodiments, each long ferrite leg
may be composed of 3 linear I cores (OR49925IC) with
dimensions of about 101x25%x25 mm. The winding, in one
embodiment, are composed of about 1300 strands of AWG36
Litz wire. It should be noted that the volume of ferrite bars
used is overrated for magnetic flux density saturation pur-
poses and that this pad may transfer up to 10 kW of power at
20 kHz if a larger power converter is used. Each pad weighs
about 20.4 kg (45 1bs).

The design principles for choosing the number of ferrite
legs and the position and area of the coils are decided in the
circular pad design optimization. M. Budhia et al, “Design
and Optimisation of Circular Magnetic Structures for
Lumped Inductive Power Transfer Systems,” /EEE Transac-
tions on Power Electronics, vol. PP, pp. 1-1, 2011.

The coil coverage area is typically located in the middle of
the ferrite legs and the area, in one embodiment, should be
about 40% of leg length. The number of turns may be con-
trolled by the designer for the amp turns required for the
particular application. For example, the design example dis-
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closed herein uses 12 turns of litz wire on each of the primary
and secondary receiver pads 314, 316.

To model how an exemplary pad will behave under difter-
ent vertical heights, the coupling coefficient vs. height is
shown in FIG. 14. In addition, the coupling coefficient data
and the primary track current of 40 A is used to predict the
highest possible uncompensated power (“SU”), achievable
under variations in height. Usually an uncompensated power
of above 1 kW is sufficient to guarantee the 5 kW power
transfer in a resonant converter assuming that Q, of 5. This
illustrates that the highest operating point achievable for the
exemplary pad in FIG. 14 is around 260 mm (10.3"). The
uncompensated power is proportional to the coupling coeffi-
cient squared. See FIG. 15.

The pad structural design may comprise an all plastic struc-
ture that fits around from about 3 to 100 ferrite arms, such as
about 18 ferrite arms, in a two part clam shell like configura-
tion. In some embodiments, about three ferrite bars, such as
those available from Magnetics Inc., part number
0R49925IC, go into each of the 18 ferrite arms. Any suitable
material that does not affect the magnetic performance may
be used to fabricate the design. In some embodiments, the
clam shell halves are about 0.375 inch thick and the channels
cut to accept the ferrite arms are 0.150 inch deep on each half
as depicted in FIG. 16. However, these parameters may be
adjusted to varying thicknesses and depths depending on the
total diameter of the pad and the system capabilities needed
for the specific IPT application.

In some embodiments, the fit to the ferrite bar dimensions
is nominal to slight clearance fit which can help to hold the
bars rigidly and tightly. Suitable adhesive and/or fasteners
may also be used to secure the ferrite bars and/or litz wire. In
one embodiment, the corners of the channels are radiused as
shown in FIG. 17 to allow tool access and aid in assembling or
disassembling the bars. On the top portion of one of the two
clamshell halves a dove tail groove is included and traverses
the desired spiral foot print for positioning of the litz wire.
The groove dimensions for one embodiment are depicted in
FIG. 17. The application of a capturing dove tail groove to litz
wire positioning in inductive wireless power transfer systems
is novel and provides advantages. For the depicted embodi-
ment, at assembly placing the litz wire is facilitated since it
snaps into place. Further the litz wire may be positioned very
accurately (for example +/-0.05 mm or +/-0.025 mm). The
accurate positioning helps the magnetic performance of the as
built pads to correspond with the analytically modeled mag-
netic performance. Because of the accurate positioning, the
expectations of litz wire length are also accurate. Thus the coil
inductance, coil resistance, and other coil electrical param-
eters are held to a tight tolerance improving performance and
efficiency of the system.

In one embodiment, the spiral footprint comprises about 12
evenly growing radius turns of the groove in FIG. 17. It may
start with a radius of about 7.0 inches and ends with a radius
of about 10.7 inches. However, the radii and number of turns
may be adjusted depending on the system needs and target
application.

For an example system, typical core losses for the chosen
ferrite material are about 696 mW/cm? at 100 kHz, 200 mT of
field and 100° C. The ferrite may be a manganese zinc mate-
rial and equivalent material and shapes may be procured from
various ferrite manufacturers.

In some embodiments, the litz wire that is placed in the
spiral groove includes enough length for a twisted pair lead
wire going to each pad assembly described. The wire in the
dove tail grooves has only nylon serving and the enamel
applied to the individual strands. For lead section up to the
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plastic pad each part of the twisted pair may be wrapped in
two layers of Kynar heat shrink insulation (FIT-225 or equiva-
lent). The twisted pair may then be wrapped in a layer of Halar
braided tube overwrap protection. Suitable litz wire may
include litz wire comprising 1300 strands of 38 gauge copper
wire twisted/braided per specification 1300/38S80DN (HM
Wire) or equivalent.

IV. Primary Controller

The IPT systems described here may include a primary
controller 308, which has both hardware and software asso-
ciated therewith.

A. Hardware

Any suitable primary controller may be used to control the
resonant switching waveform. In some embodiments, a Field
Programmable Gate Array (“FPGA”) development board
using a Xilinx Spartan 3AN FPGA may be used to develop a
primary track current controller. A custom wireless commu-
nication card may also be added to the development board to
accommodate a custom application communication protocol
over a wireless protocol layer, such as the standard 802.15.4
wireless protocol layer. The FPGA development platform
typically allows for extreme flexibility in an initial IPT sys-
tem. Additional, more cost effective solutions exist and will
typically allow much finer control over the entire system at
much higher data throughput rates. One such alternative
embodiment for a controller is the use of a Digital Signal
Controller (“DSC”) or Digital Signal Processor (“DSP”) such
as the Freescale MC56F84xx or series DSC.

B. Software
1. Overview

In embodiments employing an FPGA, the internal firm-
ware development may be done in a Hardware Design Lan-
guage (“HDL”). In embodiments employing a DSC or a DSP,
the internal firmware development may be done in software
coding languages such as C or C++. Such firmware may be
broken in to subsections, for example six different subsec-
tions. The subsections may include, for example, a Processor
subsection, a Communications subsection, an Analog to Digi-
tal Converter (“ADC”) subsection, an LED Display subsec-
tion, a Switch Control subsection, and a Switch Fault and
Ready Filter subsection.

Beyond these firmware subsections, additional software
may be added as an application layer to the processor subsec-
tion and may be done in any suitable language, such as the C
or C++ language. Interaction such as manual control and
data-logging may be handled independently by any suitable
user interface, such as a Graphical User Interface (“GUI”) on
a PC over a wireless interface. The manual control and inter-
action may be optional but assists in producing data-rich
analysis of the system.

a. Processor

The processor subsection may comprise a processor, such
as a 32-bit processor, running at a clock frequency of from
about 30 MHz-100 MHz and may require data and program
memory. Other suitable processors may be 64-bit or may have
a different clock speed or may have single or multiple cores.
The primary clock may be adjusted with an external Phase
Locked Loop (“PLL”) but due to the important nature of the
frequency in some embodiments, an HDL block may perform
clock timing verification and hold the processor (and all other
subsections) in reset (thus preventing power transfer) until
timing can be fully verified against a known reference clock
signal. The processor subsection, in one embodiment, is fully
in charge of the application layer of software. It accepts
current and voltage measurements throughout the LCL con-
verter and directly determines the phase angle and hence the
primary track current (as described in IV.B.1.e below). Addi-
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tionally, the processor may be configured to control commu-
nications, perform reporting, and implement manual control
commands issued by an operator if desired.

b. Communications

The communication subsection, in one embodiment, is
configured to translate high-level data transmission into low-
level bit encoding required by the wireless communication
chips. The communication subsection may ensure proper
transmission and reception of wireless data.
c¢. Analog to Digital Converter (“ADC”)

The ADC subsection, in one embodiment, is configured to
automatically communicate with external ADC integrated
circuits, filter the data, and periodically report critical mea-
surement parameters to the processor subsection.

d. LED Display

The light emitting diode (“LED”) display subsection is
configured to reduce processor loading by handling visual
status reporting. It reads the status of each subsection auto-
matically and, in one embodiment, immediately visually
reports any problems that may occur as well as power level
status information. The LED display subsection may directly
control a set of RGB colored LED’s on the FPGA develop-
ment board.

e. Switch Control

The switch control subsection, in one embodiment, is con-
figured to translate desired phase from the processor to cor-
rect waveform control on each full-bridge switch. This sub-
section requires a clock running faster than the other
subsections, such as at 100 MHz-500 MHz (allowing for a
direct low-latency control resolution). Because this subsec-
tion runs on a separate clock, the HDL may handle the asyn-
chronous issues between clock domains elegantly so as to
prevent any potential metastability issues from damaging the
system.

Symmetric Voltage Cancellation (“SVC”) or phase shift
(“PS™) control may be employed as a method for switch
control because of its wide acceptability when using LCL
converters. When the conduction angle is varied from 0-180°,
the change in primary current is shown in FIG. 18. FIG. 18
shows that the primary track current can be fully controlled
from zero up to 40 A. Other embodiments include the use of
Asymmetric Voltage Cancellation (“AVC”) as described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/642,925, filed Oct. 23,
2012, the entire disclosure of which is herein incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

f. Switch Fault and Ready Filter

The switch fault and ready filter subsection is configured to
primarily filter false fault and ready signals from the gate
drive circuitry. Due to the electrically noisy environment of a
switching inverter, digital signal reporting from the high
power circuitry can often bounce causing false signals. This
subsection digitally filters and debounces the input signals so
as to ensure the readings are correct.

2. Dual Side Control and Optimal Efficiency

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system 100 for maximizing efficiency in an
IPT system. The system 100 includes a maximum efficiency
apparatus 102 within an IPT system 104. The IPT system 104
also includes a first stage 106, a second stage 108, wireless
power transfer 110 between the first stage 106 and second
stage 108. The system 100 includes a load 112 and a voltage
source 114. The elements of the system 100 are described
below.

The system 100 includes a maximum efficiency apparatus
102 that measures at least voltage and current of the IPT
system and iterates to find a maximum efficiency of the IPT
system 104 and then adjusts parameters of the first stage 106
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and second stage 108 to achieve a higher efficiency. The
maximum efficiency apparatus 102 is explained in more
detail with regard to the apparatus 200 of FIG. 2 as well as in
the subsequent description.

The system 100 includes an IPT system 104. The IPT
system 104 transfers power wirelessly 110 from a first stage
106 to a second stage 108. The IPT system 104 may power a
vehicle, a battery in an electronic device, or other device that
may benefit from wireless power transfer. The IPT system
104 may include various topologies and includes any con-
figuration where efficiency can be measured and where
parameters can be manipulated to achieve a higher efficiency.
In one embodiment, the first stage 106 transmits energy wire-
lessly and the second stage 108 receives the wirelessly trans-
ferred energy and controls energy transfer to one or more
loads 112 via an output bus.

The first stage 106 receives power from a voltage source
114. In one embodiment, the voltage source 114 is a DC
voltage source and the first stage 106 receives DC voltage as
an input. In another embodiment, the voltage source 114 is an
AC voltage source. The first stage 106, in one embodiment,
uses AC voltage as an input. In another embodiment, the first
stage 106 includes a rectifier stage that rectifies AC voltage to
provide DC voltage to another stage in the first stage 106. The
voltage source 114 may be from a utility power grid, from a
generator, a battery, a fuel cell, or other power source known
to those in the art.

The first stage 106, in various embodiments, includes one
or more switching power converters or inverters suitable for
transmitting power wirelessly. For example, the first stage
106 may include a resonant inverter, resonant converter, or
other topology useful for wireless power transfer in an IPT
system 104. In one embodiment, the first stage 106 includes a
square wave inverter connected to a resonant network. For
example, the square wave inverter may be an H-bridge
inverter as describe above in relation to FIG. 5. In other
embodiments, the first stage 106 may include a full-bridge, a
half-bridge, a push-pull or other type of switching power
converter that excites a resonant network. The resonant net-
work may include a combination of capacitors, inductors, or
other components known in the art. The first stage 106 may
include an inverter or converter followed by a resonant net-
work (“RN”) followed by a load. The converter/RN/load may
be of a variety of combinations, such as voltage source-RN-
voltage sink, voltage source-RN-current sink, current source-
RN-voltage sink, or current source-RN-current sink.

The resonant network typically includes two or more reac-
tive components, such and inductors and capacitors. The
reactive components may be in various series and parallel
configurations depending upon the type of converter/inverter
and the type of load. A resonant network may be of a two-
element type, a three-element type, or other higher order
configuration. One of skill in the art will recognize other
configurations suitable for wirelessly transmitting power in
an IPT system 104.

In one embodiment, the first stage 106 includes an L.CL
load resonant converter. The LCL load resonant converter
may include the topology described above in relation to FI1G.
5. In one embodiment, the first stage 106 also includes a
primary receiver pad 314 that serve as a load to the LCL load
resonant converter. In one embodiment, the primary receiver
pad 314 is as described above in relation to F1IG. 13 to FIG. 17.

The system 100 includes a second stage 108 that provides
powerto aload 112. In one embodiment, the second stage 108
includes a secondary resonant circuit, a secondary rectifica-
tion circuit, and a secondary decoupling circuit. The second-
ary resonant network may include a secondary receiver pad
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316 such as described in relation to FIG. 13 to FIG. 17. The
secondary resonant network may also include other reactive
components, such as inductors and capacitors. The reactive
components may be in various series and parallel configura-
tions. In one embodiment, the secondary resonant circuit may
be configured as described in relation to FIG. 23.

The second stage 108, in one embodiment, includes a sec-
ondary rectification circuit. The secondary rectification cir-
cuit rectifies an AC voltage from the secondary resonant
circuit. The secondary rectification circuit may be a full
bridge rectifier, at half bridge rectifier, or other rectification
circuit known to those of skill in the art. The second stage 108
includes a secondary decoupling circuit. The secondary
decoupling circuit helps to decouple the load 112 from the
secondary rectification circuit and secondary resonant net-
work. In one embodiment, the secondary decoupling circuit is
a secondary decoupling converter. The secondary decoupling
converter may be a switching power converter, such as a boost
converter, a buck converter, or other topology. The secondary
decoupling converter may convert a DC voltage from the
secondary rectification circuit to another form useful for the
load 112. For example, if the load 112 requires a DC voltage,
the secondary decoupling converter may be a DC to DC
converter.

In one embodiment, the load 112 includes an energy stor-
age element. The energy storage element may be a battery, a
capacitor, or other element capable of storing energy. The
load 112 may also include additional loads in addition to the
energy storage element. For example, a load 112 may be an
electric vehicle drive system. The battery may provide power
to the electric vehicle drive system. In one embodiment, the
second stage 108 and the load 112 are within a vehicle. For
example, the first stage 106 may wirelessly transfer power to
the second stage 108 when the vehicle aligns the secondary
receiver pad 316 in the second stage 108 with the primary
receiver pad 314 in the first stage 106. The IPT system 104
may include multiple first stages 106 at locations where a
vehicle with the second stage 108 and load 112 will travel and
stop.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus 200 for maximizing efficiency in
an [PT system 104. The apparatus 200 includes one embodi-
ment of a maximum efficiency apparatus 102 with a measure-
ment module 202, a max efficiency module 204, and an
adjustment module 206, which are described below.

The apparatus 200 includes a measurement module 202
that measures a voltage and a current of the IPT system 104.
The voltage may be an output voltage and/or an input voltage.
For example, the measurement module 202 may measure an
output voltage on the output bus of the second stage 108 that
feeds the load 112. In another embodiment, the measurement
module 202 measures an input voltage to the IPT system 104,
for example, at the input where the voltage source 114 con-
nects to the first stage 106. The measurement module 202 also
measures current. For example, the measurement module 202
may measure an output current/or and an input current. The
measurement module 202, in one embodiment, measures the
output current at the output bus of the second stage 108. In
another embodiment, the measurement module 202 measures
the input current measured at an input of the IPT system 104,
such as current from the voltage source 114 to the first stage
106.

In another embodiment, the measurement module 202
measures a voltage and/or a current internal to the first stage
106 or second stage 108. For example, the measurement
module 202 may measure voltage and/or current between a
rectification stage and a converter stage of the first stage 106.
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The voltage and current measurements may be useful in
determining an amount of power transferred to the load 112,
a steady-state resistance of the load 112, in put power to the
IPT system 104, etc. The measured voltage and current may
be useful in evaluating efficiency of the IPT system 104 and
iterating to a maximum efficiency. The measured voltage
and/or current may be used in equations used in calculating
efficiency.

The apparatus 200 includes a max efficiency module 204
that determines a maximum efficiency for the IPT system
104. In one embodiment, the max efficiency module 204
determines a maximum efficiency for the first stage 106 and
the second stage 108. The max efficiency module 204 uses
parameters of the IPT system 104 along with the measure-
ments of the measurement module 202 to iterate to a maxi-
mum efficiency of the IPT system 104. The maximum effi-
ciency determined by the max efficiency module 204 may be
based on a particular load 112, a particular amount of power
generated by the IPT system 104, an amount of power input to
the IPT system 104, etc. The max efficiency module 204 may
also use other measurements available within the IPT system
104 to determine a maximum efficiency.

The max efficiency module 204, in one embodiment, deter-
mines the maximum efficiency by iterating using one or more
variables. For example, the max efficiency module 204 may
vary one or more variables over a particular range to deter-
mine a maximum efficiency. Some of the variables that the
max efficiency module 204 may use are conduction angle of
the first stage 106, duty cycle of the second stage 108, size of
a gap where the IPT system 104 transfers power wirelessly
across the gap, misalignment of the primary receiver pad 314
and the secondary receiver pad 316, power transferred to the
one or more loads 112, and a quality factor. One of'skill in the
art will recognize other variables that the max efficiency
module 204 may vary to determine a maximum efficiency of
the IPT system 104.

In one embodiment, the max efficiency module 204 deter-
mines the maximum efficiency using a model of various
elements within the first stage 106 and second stage 108 of the
IPT system 104. The max efficiency module 204 may include
equations that approximate operation of the various elements
within the IPT system 104. Equations for a particular topol-
ogy of the IPT system 104 are included below, but one of skill
in the art will recognize other equations applicable to other
topologies suitable for an IPT system 104 that transfers power
wirelessly from the first stage 106 to the second stage 108.

The apparatus 200 includes an adjustment module 206 that
adjusts one or more parameters in the IPT system 104 con-
sistent with the maximum efficiency calculated by the max
efficiency module 204. For example, the adjustment module
206 may adjusts one or more parameters in the IPT system
104 to get the IPT system 104 to an operating condition that
matches an operating condition determined by the max effi-
ciency module 204 to correspond to the maximum efficiency
determined by the max efficiency module 204.

In one embodiment, the one or more parameters adjusted
by the adjustment module 206 include a duty cycle reference
that adjusts a duty cycle of the second stage 108 and a con-
duction angle reference that adjusts conduction angle of the
first stage 106. For example, where the first stage 106 includes
a resonant converter, a common method of controlling the
resonant converter is adjusting a conduction angle. Where the
second stage 108 includes a secondary coupling converter,
such as a boost converter, common method of controlling the
converter is to adjust the duty cycle. A control system con-
trolling the resonant converter may include a reference. A
typical control system uses feedback to measure a parameter
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such as current or voltage and then uses an error signal based
on error with respect to a reference to adjust a control param-
eter, such as conduction angle or duty cycle. Adjusting the
conduction angle for a resonant converter may adjust the
resonant converter to a different operating point. In addition,
adjusting the duty cycle of the secondary decoupling con-
verter may change the operating point of the second stage
108. Typically, the conduction angle for the resonant con-
verter of the first stage 106 and the duty cycle of the secondary
decoupling converter of the second stage 108 may be adjusted
independently. Adjusting the conduction angle and duty cycle
independently may provide a greater flexibility in adjusting
the IPT system 104 toward the maximum efficiency calcu-
lated by the max efficiency module 204.

Typically, a control loop that adjusts duty cycle for the
secondary decoupling circuit in the second stage 108 is a
control loop that is relatively fast. Likewise, a control loop
that adjusts conduction angle for the resonant converter of the
first stage 106 is relatively fast. In one embodiment, where the
adjustment module 206 adjusts the duty cycle reference and/
or the conduction angle reference, the adjustment module 206
operates as part of an outer loop. In one embodiment, the
outer loop is slower than an inner control loop that controls
duty cycle for the second stage 108 and an inner control loop
that controls conduction angle for the first stage 106. For
example, the inner loops may adjust duty cycle and conduc-
tion angle on a millisecond or microsecond basis where the
outer loop may just the conduction angle reference and the
duty cycle reference on a minute or a second basis.

In some embodiments, at least one desirable aspect of the
inductive charging systems as described herein is the ability
to control the power (or current) used to charge the on-board
battery 326. By grouping the formulas (2) and (21), it can be
seen from the following formula (5) that the power delivered
to the battery 326 is dependent on both control variables duty
cycle (“D”) and conduction angle (“0), which are more
conventionally known as decoupling and primary track cur-
rent control. See G. A. Covic et al, “Self tuning pick-ups for
inductive power transfer,” in /EEE Power Electronics Spe-
cialists Conference, 2008. PESC2008.,2008, pp. 3489-3494;
P. Si et al, “Wireless Power Supply for Implantable Biomedi-
cal Device Based on Primary Input Voltage Regulation,” in
2nd IEEE Conference on Industrial Electronics and Applica-
tions, 2007. ICIEA 2007., 2007, pp. 235-239.

Vi o M? 5. 2T
= = ——Ry(l — D)’sin“(=
W Bl )

®

out

Several ways have been proposed in the past to implement
a control algorithm. One possible option is to use primary
track current control by itself. See G. B. Joung et al, “An
energy transmission system for an artificial heart using leak-
age inductance compensation of transcutaneous trans-
former,” IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics, vol. 13,
pp- 1013-1022, November 1998 1998; P. Si et al, “A Fre-
quency Control Method for Regulating Wireless Power to
Implantable Devices,” IEEE Transactions on Biomedical Cir-
cuits and Systems, vol. 2, pp. 22-29, March 2008 2008.
Another more recent development is to control the primary
track current via a when M varies. Duty cycle control is used
against load resistance changes. In essence, I, is controlled so
that it is inversely proportional to M governed by (20) to keep
V,. fixed, and D is used to control power output due to load
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changes by (5). This type of approach will be referred to as
secondary decoupling control. However, both of these meth-
ods, though they may be implemented In some embodiments,
are non-optimal control strategies for obtaining the highest
overall system efficiency. In this system according to the
embodiments described herein, a new dual side control strat-
egy is used to achieve the highest efficiency for the system
with load and coupling variations.

The efficiency analysis approach used in some embodi-
ments described herein breaks the system into separate sec-
tions and analyzes the efficiency of each section individually.
One assumption of the efficiency analysis is that only con-
duction losses are considered, because the switching losses of
the H-bridge on the LCL converter vary in a very complex
nature. Even under pure, real, reflected resistance conditions,
one leg may operate with relatively high diode reverse recov-
ery losses (capacitive switching) and the other leg may oper-
ate with conventional hard characteristics (inductive switch-
ing). See, e.g., H. H. Wu et al, “Design of Symmetric Voltage
Cancellation Control for LCL converters in Inductive Power
Transfer Systems,” in /[EEE International Electric Machines
& Drives Conference (“IEMDC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 866-871.
In addition, the switching characteristics of each semicon-
ductor device strongly depend on the operating temperature
and internal device parameters that have relatively large dis-
crepancies.

To aid the explanation of the analysis, FIG. 19 may be
referenced. The conduction losses in semiconductor devices,
in one embodiment, are modeled separately into two parts,
one being the forward voltage drop at zero current (V,; .,
Vs _om Voa on)s and the other being the equivalent linear
resistance in series. Each of these would be considered sepa-
rately. It should be noted that R, ,. comprises the summation
of'the ESR in L ;. and the linear resistance of the diodes in the
rectifier bridge.

The efficiency ofthe boost converter after the rectifier is given
by:

B Pour
Pou + Prac + Pswiron + Pdiode

©

b2

Here only the linear resistance is considered and expanding
(6) will result in:

1 @)
Rrac + DRps_ on + (1 = D)Rpg on
N _ 2
(1 -D)*Ryc

Mp2 =

ByassumingR,, ., is approximately equaltoR,; ,,, (7)can
be simplified to:

1 (8)
8wCa(Rpge + Rod_on)
It ————
Qo

Mp2 =

The losses due to the forward voltage drop of the devices can
be derived in a similar manner, and by assuming V,, ,,, and
V4 _on are similar, the efficiency can be expressed as:
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1 ©
L AVied on + \/TVbd,on
o Vrdon ¥ N2 Vit on
V2 (1 = D)V

Ne2 =

Next, for the secondary resonant circuit, the detuning effect
due to pad inductance variations is considered. To simplify
the analysis, the pad inductance is mathematically treated as
a constant and the parallel tuning capacitor is treated as a
variable. In addition, the ESR of the tuning capacitors is
neglected as their losses are an order of magnitude lower than
other components. The equation for the magnitude of i, is:

\izziag/qu}(Pa)z (10)

where
a=AC/C, 1

Following the approach proposed in (6) and using (10), the
efficiency is given by:

1 (12)

N =

CoR

1+ —sz 2 @3l + )
2v

If equations (8), (9) and (12) are multiplied together, the
result will be the efficiency of the secondary resonant circuit,
the secondary rectification circuit, and the secondary decou-
pling converter of the second stage 108. The next derivation is
to determine the efficiency of the LCL load resonant con-
verter and associated resonant network. The equivalent cir-
cuit shown in FIG. 20 is used to model the losses. Firstly, the
parallel impedance of a secondary detuned resonant circuit is
given by:

a3

1 Rac(1 = jQna)
Zy = Rucll—— = =
JWAC, 1+ 05,

Note that all the ESR losses on the secondary are neglected
and because their values are much smaller than the reactance
and load resistance components, i, is given by:

M? ; Racll = j02@) a4
Loy ! 1+Q%v0‘2

Jwlaeg

joMI, —
Voc = Vac2
L= =

Jjols

From first principles the reflected impedance is:

WM,
T Ve

wM® Oy,
Loeg 1+ Q%02

2
Oy
1+03,02

_wM2
I Loeg

] 1s)

It should be noted that (15) simplifies down to (3) if AC, is set
to zero. Similar to before, the linear resistance losses are
separated from the forward voltage drop at zero current. By
using a similar approach as in (6), the efficiency for the

primary is:
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1 16)
Rp +
|, R CH(Ru + Re(Z)P + ALy +Im(Z,)7)
* ReZ)

M =

Similar to (8), the efficiency due to forward voltage drop is
given by:

Vs _on 17

[ 2P
“\ Re)

By grouping (8), (9), (12), (16) and (17) the overall system
efficiency is given by:

N1 =1-

N Nr1MNe1 M2 MNp2 M2 18)

Using (18), in one embodiment the highest efficiency point
can be found. However, typically this function is much higher
than fourth order against QQ,, which means an analytical solu-
tion of a global maximum may not be directly determined.
Fortunately, through extensive analysis, this function would
always have a global maximum and using a simple detection
routine, the maximum may be found. The values for the
analysis are listed in Table II. Rb is the sum of the ESR of L,
and the linear resistance of the switches. To determine vari-
ables M and o, FIG. 4 can be used. Q,,, is calculated using
(14). Inthis example, an approximate 37 W was used to power
the FPGA controller and all the sensors for the 5 kW system.

TABLE I

System Parameters for Efficiency Analysis.

Parameters Values
Ry 0.0166 Q
bd_on 0.035 Q
Vid on 095V
Rz 0.0569 Q
Ry 0.0636 Q
R, 0.1194 Q
Vis_ on 0.9V
Vv, 077 V

To practically implement this system, the controller block
diagram shown in FIG. 21 may be used. In one embodiment,
the duty cycle D is used as the primary control variable and
the conduction angle o is constantly updated to keep the
output power (current) in regulation.

The equivalent load resistance of the battery 326 may be
determined by measuring the battery voltage and the charging
current. These two sensors are typically necessary for safety
reasons when charging large batteries for EVs, hence no
additional hardware may be needed. To determine the cou-
pling coefficient, observer equations may be directly used to
predict its operating value. Firstly, the track current must be
determined, perhaps through measurement using a current
transformer (“CT”). However, if the PFC stage can maintain,
for example, a constant 400 VDC bus during operation, it is
possible to directly estimate 1, using (2) without any extra CT.
By using the estimated track current, M (and k) can be directly
determined when i, and R, are already known:
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Vit@e? L
M=——— 1y
1-D Vaesin(o/2)

a9

FIG. 22 shows that the mutual inductance (or coupling) can
be determined without much error over a wide range of load
and duty cycle conditions. Estimates of the system param-
eters in Table II are needed for optimal efficiency control
using (18). One method of creating accurate estimates is to
directly measure during manufacturing the ESR values of
each component and then program the controller for each unit
with the measured parasitic values. A potential shortcoming
of'this technique is that the ESR of the two IPT pads can vary
if stray metal objects are bought into close proximity during
operation. There are several ways to accurately detect pad
ESR during operation which can be alternatively applied. In
some embodiments, an alternative method may be under-
taken by installing an input voltage and current sensor before
the resonant converter with a nominal added cost, the input
power may be measured directly. With access to the input and
output power of the system, the efficiency may be determined
and the optimum may be found by searching for the peak.
This is a practical implementation approach taken in some
embodiments in the systems described herein for the closed
loop controller. Although it can be argued that measuring
efficiency in this way is not completely accurate, the general
trend may still be determined using sensors that may have 1%
measurement error. The peak of the function shown in FIG.
33 may be tracked quite accurately.

In some embodiments, the processor on the primary con-
troller 308 is configured to be responsible for tracking the
system efficiency and optimizing primary SVC control and
secondary decoupling control to ensure optimal system effi-
ciency.

V. Secondary Tuned Network (Secondary Circuit 318, FIG.
23)

The IPT systems described herein may include a secondary
tuned network.

A. Capacitive Network of the Secondary Resonant Circuit

In some embodiments, the capacitive network shown with
a secondary decoupling converter and illustrated in FIG. 23
may include a series compensation capacitor (C,,) and a
parallel tank capacitor (C,). To determine the capacitances
for this system, in one embodiment the following method
may be used:

1. Determine desired operating angular frequency

w=2%*m*f where f is the frequency in Hertz.

2. Determine input DC voltage to primary (V 4., ), desired
output voltage (V ,.,), and desired output current (I,.,).
Output Power, P_,,=V ;c»*1 ;5.

3. For a given pad set, determine the coupling coefficient
(k) range and nominal air gap between primary and
secondary receiver pads 314, 316.

(L1)s

k=_[1-
(L1),

where (L,), is the primary receiver pad inductance with the
secondary receiver pad 316 shorted at a given height and (L, ),,
is the primary receiver pad inductance with the secondary
receiver pad 316 open circuit at a given height. k, is thus the
coupling coefficient k with the pads set at nominal air gap.
4. Determine maximum primary RMS AC Voltage (V,.,)
where V=V . *

acl
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W2 o )
Tsm(i) when o = 180°.

And determine required maximum RMS AC Track Current
(14 e Using IPT modeling. The desired primary reactance

(X, 4s) 1s thus

Vecl
X1 _des = T
Lmax

5. Determine secondary receiver pad inductance when at
the nominal height above primary and primary receiver
pad 314 is open circuit (L,,) and associated reactance
(X50)- X,0=0*L,, where w is the angular frequency of
the system.

6. Determine open circuit voltage (V) at maximum height

(e.k,,,)V,=l,,..." X50*%k,,, (assuming primary and

secondary receiver pad inductances are very close to

each other) and from that determine the desired second-

ary reactance

V.
(X2_des)> X2_des = 7
dc2

7. For the given secondary resonant circuit (shown in FI1G.
23) determine required secondary series compensation
capacitance (C,,) and secondary parallel tank capaci-
tance (C,) using the following equations C, =[w(X,o—
X27des)]_l and (:2:[("‘)*)(270!535]_1

8. Determine the nominal primary receiver pad inductance
(L,,) and reactance (X, ,) with secondary at maximum
height and secondary coil shorted in series with the
secondary series compensation capacitance C,..

9. For the given primary L.CL tuning circuit (shown in FIG.
10) determine required primary series compensation
capacitance (C, ) and primary parallel tank capacitance
(C,) using the following equations C, =[0*(X,,-
Xlides)]_l and Clz[w*Xlides]_l

10. The primary bridge inductance (L,) can thus be deter-
mined

X1_des
b= .

(2]

If the bridge inductance is split between both legs of the
inverter, the associated inductance is halved for each inductor.
B. Coil Interaction

L, as shown in FIG. 23 is the magnetic pad design used to
transfer power to a secondary circuit 318. In the secondary of
a wireless IPT converter, the secondary magnetic pad (sec-
ondary receiver pad 316) acts as the secondary half of a
loosely coupled transformer with some amount of self-induc-
tance and mutual inductance. The self-inductance is used (as
discussed above) to tune the circuit; therefore the system, in
general, must be fairly tolerant to this change in self-induc-
tance to maintain efficiency in resonant power transfer. It
should be noted however that the secondary self-inductance
changes much less than the primary self-inductance.
V1. Secondary Rectification Circuit

Depending on the end point load, the IPT systems
described herein may include an optional secondary rectifi-
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cation circuit. When employed, the secondary rectification
circuit is configured to transform the high frequency AC
waveform into a DC waveform. The secondary rectification
circuit may be a standard full-wave bridge rectifier consisting
of four high-speed diodes selected for low loss operation. For
example, in some embodiments, four Fairchild RHRG75120
diodes were selected to perform the rectification. The diodes
used for rectification may be configured to have very fast
diode reverse recovery times, low voltage drops, high voltage
ratings, and high current ratings. Other embodiments include
synchronous rectification techniques employing switches to
perform low-loss rectification.

VII. Secondary Decoupling Circuit

The IPT systems may optionally include a secondary
decoupling circuit. Any suitable decoupling circuit may be
used. A secondary decoupling circuit may include a switching
power converter, such as a boost converter. For example, a
parallel pickup (secondary circuit 318) with decoupling con-
trol shown in FIG. 23 was used in some exemplary embodi-
ments. See, e.g., J. T. Boys et al, “Stability and control of
inductively coupled power transfer systems,” /EE Proceed-
ings—Flectric Power Applications,vol. 147, pp. 37-43, 2000;
G. A. Covic et al, “Self tuning pick-ups for inductive power
transfer,” in IEEE Power Electronics Specialists Conference,
2008. PESC 2008., 2008, pp. 3489-3494; N. A. Keeling et al,
“A Unity-Power-Factor IPT Pickup for High-Power Applica-
tions,” IEEE Transactions on Industrial Electronics, vol. 57,
pp. 744-751, 2010; J. T. Boys et al, “Single-phase unity
power-factor inductive power transfer system,” in /EEE
Power Electronics Specialists Conference, 2008. PESC
2008., 2008, pp. 3701-3706; Y. Xu et al, “Modeling and
controller design of ICPT pick-ups,” presented at the Inter-
national Conference on Power System Technology, 2002.
Proceedings. PowerCon 2002., 2002.

In some embodiments, the secondary decoupling circuit
described above has the following advantages:

The parallel resonant circuit acts as a current source under
steady state conditions (see, e.g., G. A. Covic et al, “Self
tuning pick-ups for inductive power transfer,” in /EEE
Power Electronics Specialists Conference, 2008. PESC
2008., 2008, pp. 3489-3494.), and may function well for
charging most types of batteries.

The secondary decoupling controller 320 may be easy to
use and may be capable of regulating the output voltage
of'the pickup to any desired value by simply controlling
the duty cycle of the switch S,. See J. T. Boys et al,
“Stability and control of inductively coupled power
transfer systems,” IEE Proceedings—FElectric Power
Applications, vol. 147, pp. 37-43, 2000. In addition, the
secondary side control acts as a protection feature to the
batteries if the wireless communications link is tempo-
rarily not operational.

Operating the secondary decoupling controller switch at
high switching frequencies produces a reflected impedance to
the primary (Z,) that is constant, and current drawn from the
power supply will have the ability to ideally have minimal
EMI from the secondary side compared to slow switching
operation. Here, the open circuit voltage from first principles
is given by:

Vv, SjoMI,;

And if the battery 326 can be modeled as an equivalent DC
resistance under steady state, then the output power is given
by:

0)
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M2 1)
Pout = Ppa(1 = D) = wlflq—QZV(l -D)
eq

where
Ree 721 - D)V Ry 22)
On=r = —g
2 Wlpeq
-1/ wC; 23
Loy = (wly w/w 2) 23)

Q,, in (22), is different from the Q,. Q, is the overall quality
factor and can be defined as the product of the voltage Q (Q,,)
and current Q (Q,,). See N. A. Keeling et al, “A Unity-Power-
Factor IPT Pickup for High-Power Applications,” /EEE
Transactions on Industrial Electronics, vol. 57, pp. 744-751,
2010. Here, Q,, is treated the same way and Q,, is self-
contained during the definition of tuning by L, and L, .
The key part of the design strategy is to choose an L, in (23)
that will meet the power requirements in (21). The design
parameters are shown in Table III. The V. parameter is not
given here, since it is dependent on the coupling condition and
primary track current used. The main purpose of L ,_is to keep
the rectifier current continuous and the guidelines to choosing
it can be found in, for example, P. Si et al, “Analyses of DC
Inductance Used in ICPT Power Pick-Ups for Maximum
Power Transfer,” in 2005 IEEE/PES Transmission and Dis-
tribution Conference and Exhibition: Asia and Pacific, 2005

pp- 1-6.

TABLE III

Design Parameters for IPT Pickup.

Parameter Value
Vo 300 V
X5 9.81 Q
C, 811.19 nF
L, 177-188 pH
Co, 611.19 nF
Lge 550 uH
Towe 0-17 A
Diode (D) IDT16S60C
Switch IRG7PH42UPBF
Diode (Rectifier) RHRG75120

In some embodiments, a process for choosing a particular
L, for the parallel resonant pickup may be used. For
example, a process may be followed to analyze the required
minimum DC inductance for the circuit. One direct method is
to measure the amount of output power that can be drawn
normalized against the maximum, and a reasonable L., can
be chosen (FIG. 24). However, the process is slightly more
complicated, because even if the power is available there may
be large harmonic ripples on the DC current which reversed
through the rectifier may result in a non-unity displacement
power factor. See also P. Si etal, “Analyses of DC Inductance
Used in ICPT Power Pick-Ups for Maximum Power Trans-
fer,” in 2005 IEEE/PES Transmission and Distribution Con-
ference and Exhibition: Asia and Pacific, 2005 pp. 1-6. This
phenomenon when reflected back to the primary converter
may result in extra loading on the H-bridge network and it
may be better to reduce the ripple current to less than 20%
during operation to avoid significant reflection. As such, the
plot in FIG. 25, shows that the ripple can be reduced to 20%
when the DC inductance is increased to around 500 pH.

Next, the analysis of the switching frequency for the sec-
ondary decoupling controller 320 may be somewhat complex
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and there is an optimal frequency at which the system can
operate during fast switching. There may be also a significant
efficiency drop to 78% when the switching frequency is
selected at the resonant pole of L ;. and the parallel resonant
tank. As such, a much higher or lower frequency may be
selected. Lower switching frequency is not typically used in
systems described herein because it creates EMI back on the
grid when the pickup is being switched on and off. As such,
high switching frequency is preferred. It can be seen in FIG.
26 that once the frequency is above 10 kHz its efficiency is
maintained quite high.

Using the DC equivalent circuit theory and state space
averaging (see, e.g., J. T. Boys et al, “Controlling inrush
currents in inductively coupled power systems,” in The 7th
International Power Engineering Conference, 2005. IPEC
2005, 2005, pp. 1046-1051.), the following transfer function
for a parallel tuned decoupling circuit is shown in equation
(24). The root locus plot of this transfer function using the
system parameters is shown in FIG. 27. This root locus
depicts that there are three poles and two zeros. It should be
noted that the zeros is a right hand plane zero which means
that the output would always act in the negative direction of
what is expected when a step function is at the input. With this
in consideration, there are still significant assumptions in the
analysis model and pushing the system close to the verge of
instability is not a wise choice.

Iy (, r  Ry(l-D) 1 (24)

- — - |5+

Vols) Cac Lyc Lyc LyCy

d(s) ~ 3 ( 1 r ]
3+ + — |2+
CaRy  Lyc

( 1 r a +D)2] 1

+ + s +
CrLge  LaRiCs LacCuc Coyr Ly R Coe

A. Switch and Diode Selection

Any suitable switch and diode combination may be used
for the systems described herein. For example, in some
embodiments, for simplicity, cost, and to avoid loss caused by
adding snubbing devices to MOSFET type switches, the same
International Rectifier IGBT IRG7PH42UPBF switch (iden-
tical to the switch used in the primary tuned LCL load reso-
nant converter) may be used for a secondary decoupling con-
trol switch S, shown in FIG. 23. The gate drive circuitry is
also similar to that shown in FIG. 9. The diode D, shown in
FIG. 23 may be selected from any suitable component or
component set, such as two paralleled IDH16S60C Silicon
Carbide (“SiC”) schottky diodes from Infineon. The SiC
diodes have a positive temperature coefficient; therefore, no
additional balancing care is required to ensure thermal run-
away does not occur as would be the case in typical silicon
schottky diodes. Additionally, the SiC diodes exhibit very low
conduction loss and near zero reverse recovery time.

The switches and diodes on the secondary electronics may
be configured to use the same bottom configuration and same
heat spreader wafers with thermal paste as those on the pri-
mary (FIG. 8). The aluminum heat sink may have a moderate
capacity and surface area extrusion, such as MM?32647 or
equivalent, available from M&M Metals. Both the primary
and secondary electronics assemblies may include an air
cooling fan directed down the heat sink fin channels. The fans
may be 12 volt DC high capacity, low power, low noise
designs consuming less than 5 watts. Model number
D7025V12 from Sofasco or equivalent may be suitable. The
secondary thermal configuration is similar to that depicted in
FIG. 8.

30

35

40

45

55

30

VIII. Secondary Decoupling Controller

The IPT systems described here may optionally include a
secondary decoupling controller 320, which has both hard-
ware and software associated therewith.

A. Hardware

Any suitable secondary decoupling controller 320 may be
used to control decoupling switch waveforms. In some
embodiments, a Field Programmable Gate Array (“FPGA”)
development board using a Xilinx Spartan 3AN FPGA may
be used to develop a secondary decoupling controller 320. A
custom wireless communication card may also be added to
the development board to accommodate a custom application
communication protocol over a wireless protocol layer, such
as the standard 802.15.4 wireless protocol layer. The FPGA
development platform may allow for a high amount of flex-
ibility in an initial IPT system. Additional, more cost effective
solutions exist and may allow much finer control over the
entire system at much higher data throughput rates. One such
alternative embodiment for a secondary decoupling control-
ler 320 is the use of a Digital Signal Controller (“DSC”) or
Digital Signal Processor (“DSP”) such as the Freescale
MCS56F84xx or series DSC.

B. Software
1. Overview

In some embodiments employing an FPGA or alternate
processor, the internal firmware development may be done in
a Hardware Design Language (“HDL”). In some embodi-
ments employing a DSC or a DSP, the internal firmware
development may be done in software coding languages such
as C or C++. Such firmware may be broken in to subsections,
for example five different subsections. The subsections may
include, for example, a Processor subsection, a Communica-
tions subsection, an Analog to Digital Converter (“ADC”)
subsection, an LED Display subsection, and a Switch Control
subsection.

Beyond these firmware subsections, additional software
may be added as an application layer to the processor subsec-
tion and may be done in any suitable language, such as the C
or C++ language. Interaction such as manual control and
data-logging may be handled independently by any suitable
user interface, such as a Graphical User Interface (“GUI”) on
a PC over a wireless interface. The manual control and inter-
action is optional but assists in producing data-rich analysis of
the system.

a. Processor

The processor subsection may comprise a processor, such
as a 32-bit processor running at a clock frequency of from
about 30 MHz-100 MHz and required data and program
memory. Other suitable processors may be used. The primary
clock may be adjusted with an external PLL but due to the
important nature of the frequency, an HDL block may per-
form clock timing verification and hold the processor (and all
other subsections) in reset (thus preventing power transfer)
until timing can be fully verified against a known reference
clock signal. The processor subsection may be fully in charge
of the application layer of software. It accepts current and
voltage measurements throughout the secondary decoupling
controller 320 and directly helps to determine the power
transfer of the IPT system 104 in dual side control (as
described in IV.B.2). Additionally, in some embodiments the
processor may be configured to control communications, per-
form reporting, and implement manual control commands
issued by an operator if desired.

b. Communications

The communication subsection may be configured to
translate high-level data transmission into low-level bit
encoding required by the wireless communication chips. The
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communication subsection, in one embodiment, may help to
ensure proper transmission and reception of all wireless data.
c¢. Analog to Digital Converter (“ADC”)

The ADC subsection may be configured to automatically
communicate with external ADC integrated circuits, filter the
data, and periodically report measurement parameters to the
processor subsection.

d. LED Display

The LED display subsections may be configured to reduce
processor loading by handling all visual status reporting. It
reads the status of each subsection automatically and visually
reports problems that may occur as well as power level status
information. The LED display subsection, in one embodi-
ment, directly controls a set of RGB colored LED’s on the
FPGA development board.

e. Switch Control

The switch control subsection may be configured to trans-
late the desired decoupling duty cycle from the processor to
correct waveform control on the decoupling switch. This
subsection helps to ensure that duty cycle control is timed so
that new values are reloaded at appropriate intervals regard-
less of when the processor requests the change in duty cycle.
This subsection, in one embodiment, produces a fault-toler-
ant Pulse Width Modulated (“PWM?”) signal that may auto-
matically decouple the secondary circuit 318 in case of a
detected failure.

IX. Wirelessly Powered Load

FIG. 28 and FIG. 29 illustrate overall wireless IPT effi-
ciency when using dual side control and hence secondary
decoupling control (shown as Duty Cycle) from grid input on
the primary to DC output on the secondary under fixed output
voltage conditions (300 V) and under worst case coupling
conditions. It should be noted that most loads attached to high
power IPT systems will likely require a constant DC voltage
output such as electric vehicles when charging batteries; how-
ever, if the system output voltage is allowed to vary under
varying loading conditions the overall system efficiency can
be improved under light load conditions. FIG. 30 shows over-
all system efficiency without dual side control but with the
output voltage varying under several different vertical and
horizontal magnetic pad misalignment conditions.

X. Fault Protection and Safety

Fault protection is an important aspect of high voltage and
high power systems to ensure human and property safety. The
5 kW or greater wireless IPT systems described herein may
use three layers of hardware fault tolerance and multiple
additional layers of software fault protection.

A. Hardware Fault Protection

In some embodiments, the first layer of hardware fault
protection may exist on each of the primary switch gate
drivers and at the input of the AC-DC power factor stage. In
addition to standard fuse protection, the AC-DC power factor
stage, in one embodiment, has the ability to detect unusually
high current spikes and power down the system until a manual
reset is performed. On the LCL converter, the gate drive
circuitry of each switch has desaturation protection such that
if any switch is detected to be in desaturation (i.e. failure
mode), all gate drivers will be shut down and the system will
report a switch fault. Should additional safety be required on
this layer of fault protection, a standard normally-open con-
tactor can be added to the input or output of the AC-DC power
factor stage.

In some embodiments, the second layer of hardware fault
protection may exist in both the primary and secondary reso-
nant networks. In one embodiment, a Metal Oxide Varistor
(“MOV”) from Littelfuse (part number V25S750P) is placed
in parallel with the parallel tuning capacitor C, in FIG. 10 and
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the parallel tuning capacitor C, in FIG. 23. Each MOV typi-
cally protects against transient voltages above 750 VAC or
970 VDC and has the ability to dissipate 890 J of energy
which is sufficient in the embodiment to remove the capaci-
tive energy storage in the system and help to ensure human
safety. In the unlikely event that the MOV itself fails, the most
likely mode of failure is a short which effectively detunes the
IPT system and prevents additional power transfer.

In some embodiments, the third layer of hardware fault
protection may exist on the secondary decoupling circuit. In
the very unlikely event that all software fails to control the
output power properly and the primary continuously provides
constant track current without regard to output power, a
Schmitt trigger circuit automatically decouples the secondary
and regulates the output voltage between 310 V and 330 V
thus keeping all systems operating properly without overvolt-
age conditions. This layer of fault protection is particularly
unique as many similar systems either do not have secondary
decoupling control or if they do, the control remains purely in
software. Furthermore, this level of fault protection allows
trending toward dynamic in-motion wireless inductive power
transfer.

B. Software Fault Protection

In some embodiments, the software on board the primary
controller 308 and secondary decoupling controller 320 may
be configured to constantly monitor current levels and voltage
levels throughout the entire IPT system. If at any time, any
current or voltage exceeds a predefined maximum, each inde-
pendent controller prevents further power transfer and reports
the appropriate overvoltage or overcurrent error to the user.
Additionally, communication is monitored for consistency
and reliability. If communication is deemed unreliable or a
certain period has passed without communication, each inde-
pendent controller prevents further power transfer and reports
the appropriate communication error to the user.

Another important aspect of safety is ensuring that no
ferrimagnetic objects between primary and secondary mag-
netic coils (primary and secondary receiver pads 314,316) are
heating due to eddy currents. The software on the primary
controller 308 and secondary decoupling controller 320 con-
stantly monitors system efficiency and can detect if any effi-
ciency drop occurs due to unrecognized ferrimagnetic mate-
rial. In the event that such a drop is detected, the IPT system
prevents heating of such objects by shutting down each indi-
vidual controller and reporting the appropriate error message
to the user.

C. Magnetic Safety

The International Commission on Non lonizing Radiation
Protection (“ICNIRP”) guidelines, a standard currently
adopted in many EU and Oceania countries, is commonly
used to determine the maximum magnetic field exposed to
humans by a wide range of new inductive charging standards
(such as SAE-J2954, ISO/IEC PT61980).

The magnetic field measurements of the disclosed IPT
systems, in various embodiments, meet the stringent ICNIRP
standards by using the measurement technique proposed by
ARPANSA. See M. Budhia et al, “Design and Optimisation
of Circular Magnetic Structures for Lumped Inductive Power
Transfer Systems,” IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics,
vol. PP, pp. 1-1, 2011. There are typically two limits to meet:
1) Absolute maximum magnetic field exposed to the body
must not exceed 27.3 uT and 2) The average field strength by
taking measurements at the head, chest, groin and knees must
bebelow 6.25 uT. FIG. 31 shows that for one embodiment, the
absolute maximum magnetic field strength can be met at 0.82
m, which is less than half of the width of a typical passenger
vehicle. The measurement was taken for all possible operat-
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ing conditions and the worst case alignment conditions are
shown in FI1G. 31. FIG. 32 shows that the body average 0f4.36
uT is measured using the four point measurement and as a
standard case scenario (see M. Budhia et al, “Design and
Optimisation of Circular Magnetic Structures for Lumped
Inductive Power Transfer Systems,” IEEE Transactions on
Power Electronics,vol. PP, pp. 1-1,2011.), a minimum height
female of 1500 mm is used as the worst case. Note that
maximum and average field strength shown here corresponds
to different height and misalignment conditions for the abso-
lute worst case.
XI. System Results

Practical experimental measurements have been used to
validate the system efficiency analysis from the previous sec-
tion on dual side control. FIG. 33 and FIG. 34 show the
analytical and experimental results against changes in duty
cycle during operation under different coupling conditions.
Q.. 1s the maximum Q,,, achievable and used to denote the
specific loading condition. For example, Q,,,, refers to 5 kW
output and 0.8 Q, ,,, refers to 4 kW output, and so on. For the
experimental results, duty cycle is limited at higher Q,,, (load
conditions), to keep within the component tolerances of the
physical system. Although there are differences in the abso-
Iute values between predicted and measured efficiency, the
duty cycle at which the highest efficiency occurs is nearly the
same and the slopes of the waveforms are nearly identical.
The large differences in efficiency value at lower power are
due to the assumption of neglecting the switching losses in the
system. When switching losses are included in the system
level simulation, the simulation results directly match on top
of the experimental results; however, it is not shown here for
purposes of clarity. Using these figures, a direct comparison
between the efficiency of each control scheme is possible.

For primary side control, duty cycle is always maintained
at zero, and it can be seen that at lower Q,,, the efficiency
obtained is definitively lower than the optimal peak that
appears in the measurement. For secondary side control, the
duty cycle is controlled to keep the output voltage constant
against load resistance variations by keeping D=(1-R ;. ...,/
R,.). Similarly, it can be seen that the efficiency of secondary
decoupling control is not optimal. To make a clear compari-
son, the experimental results from FIG. 33 and FIG. 34 are
listed in Table IV. It can be seen when k=1.14 k.., primary
control efficiency is slightly better than secondary decoupling
control efficiency; however, the optimal control is better than
both. When k=2 k, ..., the secondary decoupling control is
better than the primary; however, the optimal is still the best.
It should be noted that when k=2 k,,,,, and P, =1 kW, an
efficiency improvement of ~7% and loss reduction of ~25% is
achieved compared against secondary decoupling control.

TABLE IV

System efficiency measurements at 1.14k,,,;, and 2k,,;.. The first value

is analytical results and second value is experimental measurement.

SKW  4kW  3kW 2kW  1kW
Rae= Ra= Rg= Rae= Rg=
Efficiency K 18Q) 225Q) 30Q) 45Q)  90Q)
Primary 114k, 0945 0942/ 0.934/ 0915/ 0.856/
0923 0922 0904 0877  0.791
Secondary 1.14k, 0945/ 0941/ 0.932/ 0911/ 0.845/
0923 0913  0.883 0837 0719
Optimal ~ 1.14k, 0945/ 0943/ 0.938/ 0931/ 0.909/
0923 0922 0904 0877  0.804
Primary 2k, 0943/ 0936/ 0.923/ 0.895/  0.819/
0912 0898  0.876 0.850  0.751
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TABLE IV-continued

System efficiency measurements at 1.14k,,,;, and 2k, ... The first value

is analytical results and second value is experimental measurement.

SKW  4kW  3kW 2kW  1kW
Ra=  Ri=  Ra=  Ra=  Re=
Efficiency K 18Q) 225Q) 30Q) 45Q)  90Q)
Secondary 2k, 0943/ 0941/ 0.939/ 0929/ 0.896/
0912 0896  0.877 0.856  0.744
Optimal 2k, 0.946/ 0943/ 0.939/ 0930/ 0907/
0912 0899  0.878 0871  0.820

For a typical IPT system, one may assume that the highest
efficiency is achieved when the minimum primary track cur-
rent is used for the required power transfer. However, due to
high conduction losses in the H-bridge in (16) and (17) at low
0, the highest efficiency no longer occurs at the minimum
primary current. To illustrate the large efficiency differences
at k=2 k,,.,, and Q,,=0.2 Q,,,, the RMS values of the key
waveforms are shown in FIG. 35. It can be seen that the
highest efficiency, which occurs at D=0.6 in FIG. 34, corre-
sponds very close to the minimum i, in FIG. 35. In compari-
son to primary side control, i, and i, are much smaller for
optimal control. In comparison to secondary side control, i, is
much smaller for optimal control.

The system level charging efficiency from 400 VDC to 300
VAC is shown in FIG. 36 for a range of vertical and horizontal
heights. This efficiency does not include the front PFC and
rectification stage. With these features, it may be shown that
the efficiency from this stage can reach as high as 98%. See F.
Musavi et al, “A High-Performance Single-Phase Bridgeless
Interleaved PFC Converter for Plug-in Hybrid Electric
Vehicle Battery Chargers,” IEEE Transactions on Industry
Applications, vol. 47, pp. 1833-1843, 2011. Factoring this
component, the efficiency during normal operation over a
wide range of coupling conditions can still be around or above
90% from grid to battery 326. This practical result is an
important achievement as it shows that recent advances in IPT
and device technology have allowed level 2 inductive charg-
ing to reach very high efficiencies. Thus, previous assump-
tions that inductive charging is much less efficient than plug-
in systems no longer apply.

The operating waveforms are shown in FIG. 37 and FIG. 38
for the two coupling conditions of k=1.14k,,,, and k=2 k...
At the maximum of 5 kW, the duty cycle is set to zero and the
RMS waveforms are much higher than at 2kW. When k=1.14
k..., the bridge current is much higher thank=2k,, ... because
a higher current is required to compensate for the low input
voltage, which is limited by the low conduction angle of the
LCL converter to reduce primary track current shown in (2).
Note that for optimal efficiency dual side control, a 2 kW
power corresponds to a duty cycle of around 0.4.

XII. Methods for Dual Side Control

FIG. 39 is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a method 3900 for dual side control leveling
in accordance with the present invention. The method 3900
begins and measures 3902 voltage and current of an IPT
system 104. In one embodiment, the method 3900 measures
3902 voltage and current at an output of the IPT system 104,
such as an output of a second stage 108. In another embodi-
ment, the method 3900 measures 3902 input voltage and
current. The input voltage and current or output voltage and
current may be used to determine an input power and/or an
output power of the IPT system 104. For example, the mea-
surement module 202 may measure a voltage and current of
the IPT system 104.
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The method 3900 determines 3904 a maximum efficiency
for the IPT system 104 using parameters of the IPT system
104 to iterate to a maximum efficiency. For example, the max
efficiency module 204 may determine 3904 a maximum effi-
ciency forthe IPT system 104. The method 3900 adjusts 3906
one or more parameters in the IPT system 104 consistent with
the calculated maximum efficiency, and method 3900 ends.
For example, the adjustment module 206 may adjust 3906 the
one or more parameters of the IPT system 104. The adjust-
ment module 206 may adjust a reference for a conduction
angle of the first stage 106 and/or a reference for a duty cycle
for the second stage 108.

FIG. 40 is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
another embodiment of amethod 4000 for dual side control in
accordance with the present invention. The method 4000
begins and measures 4002 an output of the second stage 108
of the IPT system 104. In one embodiment, the output is an
output voltage and/or an output current of the second stage
108. The method 4000 determines 4004 if there is an error.
For example, where the second stage 108 include a secondary
decoupling circuit that is a converter (secondary decoupling
converter), such as a boost converter, the secondary decou-
pling converter may control duty cycle of the secondary
decoupling converter. The secondary decoupling converter
may include a feedback loop that controls output voltage or
output current. The feedback loop may be compared to a
reference signal. The method 4000 determines 4004, in one
embodiment, if there is an error signal. If the method 4000
determines 4004 that there is not an error, the method 4000
returns and measures 4002 an output of the second stage 108.
Ifthe method 4000 determines 4004 that there is not an error,
the method 4000 adjusts 4006 the duty cycle of the secondary
decoupling converter based on the error signal and again
measures 4002 an output of the second stage 108.

The method 4000 measures 4008 an output of the first stage
106. For example, the first stage 106 may include an L.CL load
resonant converter that is controlled by controlling conduc-
tion angle. The LCL load resonant converter may include a
feedback loop to control conduction angle. The feedback look
may compare an output of the first stage 106 to a reference
signal to determine an error. The method 4000 determines
4010 if there is an error. If the method 4000 determines 4010
that there is not an error, the method 4000 returns and mea-
sures 4008 an output of the first stage 106. If the method 4000
determines 4010 that there is an error, the method 4000
adjusts 4012 the conduction angle of the first stage 106 and
returns and measures 4008 an output of the first stage 106.

The method 4000 uses the output of the second stage 108
and calculates 4014 a maximum efficiency of the IPT system
104. The method 4000 adjusts 4016 a reference of the first
stage 106 and adjusts 4018 a reference of the second stage 108
consistent with the calculated maximum efficiency, and the
method 4000 returns and measures 4002 and output of the
second stage 108. For example, the method 4000 may adjust
4016 a reference of the first stage 106 that adjusts conduction
angle of the LCL load resonant converter of the first stage 106.
In another example, the method 4000 may adjust 4018 a
reference ofthe second stage 108 that adjusts duty cycle of the
secondary decoupling converter of the second stage 108.
Typically, the feedback loop that calculates 4014 maximum
efficiency of the IPT system 104 and then adjusts 4016, 4018
references is a slower loop than the feedback loops that adjust
4006, 4012 duty cycle and conduction angle.

XIII. Nomenclature

The following is a list of nomenclature included herein:

V . DC input voltage to the primary LCL load resonant con-
verter
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Q, Total quality factor of the secondary resonant circuit (J. T.
Boys et al, “Stability and control of inductively coupled
power transfer systems,” [EE Proceedings—Electric
Power Applications, vol. 147, pp. 37-43, 2000.)

Q,, Voltage quality factor of the secondary resonant circuit
(N.A.Keeling et al, “A Unity-Power-Factor IPT Pickup for
High-Power Applications,” I[EEE Transactions on Indus-
trial Electronics, vol. 57, pp. 744-751, 2010.)

Q,, Current quality factor of the secondary resonant circuit
(N.A.Keeling et al, “A Unity-Power-Factor IPT Pickup for
High-Power Applications,” I[EEE Transactions on Indus-
trial Electronics, vol. 57, pp. 744-751, 2010.)

Q,,,, Maximum voltage quality factor when at minimum
coupling and maximum load condition

Q; Quality factor of primary LCL load resonant converter

R . DC equivalent resistance of the battery 326 under steady
state

Rae min Maximum loading condition

k Coupling coefficient

k,,;,, Minimum coupling coefficient within operating range

k,,.. Maximum coupling coefficient within operating range

M Mutual inductance between primary and secondary
receiver pads 314, 316

L, Self-inductance of primary receiver pad 314 (FIG. 5)

L, Self-inductance of secondary receiver pad 316 (FIG. 23)

C,, Series tuning capacitor on the secondary resonant circuit
(FIG. 23)

C, Parallel tuning capacitor on the secondary resonant circuit
(FIG. 23)

C,, Series tuning capacitor on the primary L.CL load resonant
converter (FI1G. 5)

C, Parallel tuning capacitor on the primary LCL load reso-
nant converter (FIG. 5)

L. DC inductance of secondary decoupling circuit

L, Bridge inductance of LCL load resonant converter

SU Uncompensated power of a receiver pad (defined as
V,. L. (G. Elliott et al, “Multiphase Pickups for Large
Lateral Tolerance Contactless Power-Transfer Systems,”
IEEE Transactions on Industrial Electronics, vol. 57, pp.
1590-1598, 2010.))

1; Primary track current (or current flowing through inductor
coil) (FIG. 5)

1 e Maximum primary track current in LCL load resonant
converter (FI1G. 5)

1, Current measured when secondary receiver pad 316 is
short circuited

V,. Voltage measured when secondary receiver pad 316 is
open circuited

 Operating frequency of IPT system

X, Reactance of'the LCL load resonant converter (M. Borage
etal, “Analysis and design of an LCL-T resonant converter
as a constant-current power supply,” IEEE Transactions on
Industrial Electronics, vol. 52, pp. 1547-1554, 2005.)

X, Reactance of the secondary resonant circuit (parallel
equivalent)

o Conduction angle control variable of the first stage (H. H.
Wuetal, “Design of Symmetric Voltage Cancellation Con-
trol for LCL converters in Inductive Power Transfer Sys-
tems,” in IEEE International Electric Machines & Drives
Conference (“IEMDC”), 2011, 2011, pp. 866-871.)

7, Reflected impedance on the primary from secondary side

7, Equivalent impedance of secondary circuit 318 measured
from V. (C.-S. Wang et al, “Design considerations for a
contactless electric vehicle battery charger,” IEEE Trans-
actions on Industrial Electronics, vol. 52, pp. 1308-1314,
October 2005 2005.)
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104 Bquivalent primary receiver pad inductance with series
tuning (1)

204 Dquivalent secondary receiver pad inductance with
series tuning (23)

V ., AC output voltage of H-bridge (FIG. 5)

(V ), Fundamental component of AC output voltage

V.. Voltage across secondary parallel resonant capacitor

AL, Change in primary receiver pad inductance due to height

variations

AL, Change in secondary receiver pad inductance due to

height variations

AC, Equivalent change in secondary tuning capacitance due

to variations in L,

P,,.. Maximum transferable power of IPT system

P,,,, Current output power transferred in IPT system

D Control duty cycle of secondary boost converter (second-

ary decoupling circuit)

R,. Equivalent AC resistance of load from resonant tank

(FIG. 19)

V... DC output voltage of secondary decoupling circuit

1,,.. DC output current of secondary decoupling circuit

R;, ESR of secondary receiver pad 316

R; ;. ESR of DC inductor and two times linear on resistance of

rectifier bridge

R, o» Linear on resistance portion of boost converter diode

Vya_on Voltage drop portion of boost converter diode

R, .. Linear on resistance portion of switching devices of

the LCL load resonant converter (in one embodiment
IGBT IRG7PH42UPBF)

V.s_on Yoltage drop portion of switching devices of the LCL
load resonant converter (in one embodiment IGBT
IRG7PH42UPBF)

4_on Voltage drop portion of secondary rectifier circuit
diodes

a a Normalized detuning capacitance (11)

M,» Efficiency of secondary boost converter (secondary

decoupling circuit) without voltage drop

M. Efficiency of secondary boost converter (secondary

decoupling circuit) with linear resistance loss

1, Efficiency of secondary resonant circuit

m,, Efficiency of primary LCL load resonant converter with-

out voltage drop

M., Efficiency of primary L.CL load resonant converter with-

out linear resistance loss

m Efficiency of system neglecting switching losses

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential character-
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

L

L

A%

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a first stage of an inductive power transter (“IPT”) system,
the first stage comprising an inductor-capacitor-inductor
(“LCL”) load resonant converter with a switching sec-
tion, an LCL tuning circuit, a primary receiver pad, and
aprimary controller, wherein the switching section con-
nects a direct current (“DC”) voltage to the LCL tuning
circuit, the switching section connecting the DC voltage
in a positive polarity and in a negative polarity during a
switching cycle of the switching section, and wherein
the primary receiver pad is connected as a load to the
LCL tuning circuit, and wherein the primary controller
controls switching in the switching section;
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a second stage of the IPT system, the second stage com-
prising a secondary receiver pad, a secondary resonant
circuit, a secondary rectification circuit, a secondary
decoupling converter, and a secondary decoupling con-
troller, wherein the secondary receiver pad connects to
the secondary resonant circuit, the secondary resonant
circuit connects to the secondary rectification circuit, the
secondary rectification circuit connects to the secondary
decoupling converter, and wherein the secondary decou-
pling controller controls switching in the secondary
decoupling converter; and

a load connected to the IPT system, the load connected to
an output of the second stage, the load comprising at
least an energy storage clement, wherein the second
stage and load are located on a vehicle and the first stage
is located at a fixed location, and wherein the primary
receiver pad wirelessly transfers power to the secondary
receiver pad across a gap when the vehicle positions the
secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary
receiver pad.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the switching section

of the first stage comprises an H-bridge switching converter.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the H-bridge switch-
ing converter comprises insulated gate bipolar transistors
(“IGBT™).

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the primary controller
controls conduction angle (“0”) of the switching section.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the primary controller
controls the switching section using one or more of symmet-
ric voltage-cancellation (“SVC”) control, asymmetric volt-
age-cancellation (“AVC”) control, and asymmetric duty cycle
(“ADC”) control.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising a dual side
control algorithm that maximizes efficiency of the IPT sys-
tem, the dual side control algorithm adjusting a reference that
controls conduction angle of the first stage and a reference
that controls duty cycle of the second stage to maximize the
efficiency.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a first
wireless communication module in the first stage and a sec-
ond wireless communication module in the second stage, the
first wireless communication module and the second wireless
communication module communicating wirelessly when the
vehicle is within a wireless range of the first stage.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a rectifier
section in the first stage, the rectifier section connecting to an
alternating current (“AC”) power source and to the switching
section of the first stage, the rectifier section rectifying an AC
voltage from the AC power source, the rectifier section com-
prising the DC voltage for the switching section of the first
stage.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the rectifier section
comprises an active power factor correction switching power
converter that corrects a power factor and harmonics of cur-
rent drawn by the switching section of the first stage.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the energy storage
element comprises a battery located on the vehicle, the bat-
tery providing power to an electric drive system of the
vehicle, and wherein the secondary decoupling converter of
the second section provides power to one or more of

charge the battery; and

provide power to the electric drive system.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising two or
more first power stages, each first power stage located at a
location where the vehicle stops, the first power stage wire-
lessly transferring power to the second stage while the sec-
ondary receiver pad is aligned with the primary receiver pad
of the first stage where the vehicle is located.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising one or
more alignment sensors, the alignment sensors positioned
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with respect to the primary receiver pad and the secondary
receiver pad to indicate when the secondary receiver pad is
aligned with the primary receiver pad.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the primary receiver
pad and the secondary receiver pad comprise:

a substantially planar surface that faces the primary

receiver pad or the secondary receiver pad;

aplurality of linear magnetic elements positioned to extend

radially from a center of the primary receiver pad or the
secondary receiver pad and positioned substantially par-
allel to the planar surface; and
a conductor wound in a circular pattern in the plurality of
linear magnetic elements to be substantially parallel
with the substantially planar surface, the conductor
wound with a plurality of layers, each layer positioned
next to an adjacent layer, each layer extending radially
from the center of the pad in a direction perpendicular to
the substantially planar surface, each conductor com-
prising a plurality of smaller conductors.
14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second stage
delivers power to the load in a range of 5 kilowatts (“kW”) to
200 kW with an efficiency of the IPT system of over 90
percent.
15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the secondary decou-
pling converter of the second stage is a boost converter, the
boost converter boosting an input voltage from the secondary
resonant circuit to a higher output voltage of the load.
16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the vehicle aligns the
secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary receiver
pad such that the secondary receiver pad is over the primary
receiver pad and a center of the secondary receiver pad is
substantially aligned with a center of the primary receiver
pad, wherein substantially aligning the center of the second-
ary receiver pad with the center of the primary receiver pad
comprises an amount of misalignment within a misalignment
limit.
17. A system comprising:
a first stage of an inductive power transter (“IPT”) system,
the first stage comprising
a rectifier section;
an H-bridge switching section;
an inductor-capacitor-inductor (“LLCL”) tuning circuit;
a primary receiver pad; and
a primary controller,

wherein the rectifier section rectifies an alternating current
(“AC”) voltage and provides a direct current (“DC”)
voltage to the H-bridge switching section, wherein the
H-bridge switching section connects the DC voltage to
the LCL tuning circuit, the H-bridge switching section
connecting the DC voltage in a positive polarity and in a
negative polarity during a switching cycle of the
H-bridge switching section, and wherein the primary
receiver pad is connected as a load to the LCL tuning
circuit, and wherein the primary controller controls
switching in the H-bridge switching section;
a second stage of the IPT system, the second stage com-
prising
a secondary receiver pad;
a secondary resonant circuit;
a secondary rectification section;
a secondary boost converter; and
a secondary decoupling controller,

wherein the secondary receiver pad connects to the second-
ary resonant circuit and the secondary resonant circuit
connects to the secondary rectification section, the sec-
ondary rectification section connects to the secondary
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boost converter, and wherein the secondary decoupling
controller controls switching in the secondary boost
converter; and

a load connected to the IPT system, the load connected to

an output of the second stage, the load comprising a
battery and an electric drive system of a vehicle, wherein
the second stage and load are located on the vehicle and
the first stage is located at a fixed location, and wherein
the primary receiver pad wirelessly transfers power to
the secondary receiver pad when the vehicle positions
the secondary receiver pad with respect to the primary
receiver pad, the secondary boost converter providing
power for one or more of charging the battery and pow-
ering the electric drive system of the vehicle.

18. A method comprising:

connecting and disconnecting, through a switching section

of a first stage of an inductive power transfer (“IPT”)
system, a direct current (“DC”) voltage to an inductor-
capacitor-inductor (“LLCL”) tuning circuit of the first
stage, the LCL tuning circuit connected to a primary
receiver pad of the first stage, connecting of the DC
voltage comprising connecting in both a positive polar-
ity and a negative polarity during a switching cycle of the
switching section;

wirelessly transferring power from the primary receiver

pad of the first stage across a gap to a secondary receiver
pad in a second stage of the IPT system when the sec-
ondary receiver pad is aligned with respect to the pri-
mary receiver pad;

transferring power from the secondary receiver pad of the

second stage to a secondary resonant circuit of the sec-
ond stage;

rectifying, with a secondary rectification circuit of the sec-

ond stage, power from the secondary resonant circuit of
the second stage;

transferring power from the secondary rectification circuit

of the second stage to a secondary decoupling converter
of the second stage; and

transferring power from the secondary decoupling con-

verter of the second stage to a load, wherein the second
stage and load are located in a vehicle, the primary
receiver pad wirelessly transmitting power to the sec-
ondary receiver pad when the vehicle positions the sec-
ondary receiver pad with respect to the primary receiver
pad.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising control-
ling, using a primary controller, a conduction angle of the
switching section of the first stage and controlling, using a
secondary decoupling controller, a duty cycle of the second-
ary decoupling converter of the second stage.

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising using a
dual side control algorithm to maximize efficiency of the IPT
system, the dual side control algorithm adjusting a reference
used to control the conduction angle of the first stage and
adjusting a reference used to control the duty cycle of the
secondary decoupling converter of the second stage.

21. The method of claim 18, further comprising

sensing position of the secondary receiver pad with respect

to the primary receiver pad;

communicating primary receiver pad and secondary

receiver pad position information; and

using the primary receiver pad and secondary receiver pad

position information to align the secondary receiver pad
with respect to the primary receiver pad.

#* #* #* #* #*



